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One year! It has been one year since we have brought back the Correllian Times. We were
blessed with a wonderful staff that feels the same way about bringing this little newsletter back
and volunteer many hours monthly to bring it to our Correllian family. What a blessing this
past year has been and we hope to continue for many more. In celebration of the one year
anniversary we were able to obtain the very first Correllian Times released from the keeper of
past editions Maryann Kay. Please enjoy the 2006 first release of the Correllian Times within
the next few pages! The staff of the Correllian Times thanks all of our wonderful readers,
writers and supporters for a wonderful year!! So as Lady Krystel so elegantly said in the first
edition of the Times: “The candles are lit, and the incense is burning. Come and join me as we
share this magazine.”
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CORRELLIAN SPOTLIGHT - CORRELLIAN TIMES SPANISH STAFF
Rev Haszoly Bellatrix De Fira, Editor = Rev Hazsoly
began studying with the tradition in 2004, and completed her
first degree in 2006. She is also a Sea Priestess. She studied
with Blvd Rev Principe Therion until 2015, and has studied
with Lady Ayra since 2018. She is the acting head of the
Temple of Tierra de Gracias. Shis mentors first degree. She
is a member of both the Temple of Hecate and Inverness
forest Temple. She is a student of the Shrine of Hecate
Propylaia of CoH. She loves to dance and is a member of
both Danza Tribal and Danza Árabe. She specializes in
Library Science. She is the mother of three beautiful children.
She is a lover of Magic, nature and music. She loves to serve.
She continues to study as much as she can.
Rev Cris Abarca, Editor = Rev Cris has been a
member of the Correllian Tradition since
December 2019. He sought out his mentor, Silas
Mimir, and quickly began his Clergy Studies. He
completed his first degree this past summer, and is
currently working on his second degree, and the
Sea Priest course (under the Guidance of Lady
Ayra Alsaret). He is an exemplary student and
Temple member. He always asks how he can help,
and how to become involved. He has assisted in
many major rituals. He supported and participated
in the first all-Spanish online Regional Lustration
in September 2020.
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Rev Cris goes to cosmetology school and works at a restaurant. He lives in
Santiago, Chile along with several other Members of the Mystical Rainbow Temple.
Maxine K Sims-Reyes, Editor = Maxine is a witch that hails
originally from Ecuador. She enjoys living in the USA doing smoke
cleansing on a daily basis. She shares her pagan life with her two
cats and boyfriend. Her interests include tarot reading, tarot
collecting, easy and practical spell work, Cycladic civilization
studies. Maxine's journey so far has drawn her towards paths
including Chaos, Divination, Sea, Shadow, & White Magick. She
has been a Correllian Dedicant since 2010 and manages the Spanish
Speaking Correllians Hub.

Rev Silas Mimir HP~, Editor in Chief Spanish = Silas
Mimir has been with the Correllian Tradition since 2009 when
he first moved to Georgia. He completed all his degrees under
the guidance of First Priestess, Lady Stephanie Leon Neal. He
has gone through many changes throughout his life in the
Correllian Tradition. Among them is his recent move to
Medellín, Colombia in South America where he lives with his
partner, and his partner’s son. In Colombia he leads a busy life.
He teaches English online, and goes to school where he is
pursuing his master’s degree in Spanish Literature. During the
upcoming year as part of this program, he will return to Spain
for 1 month to study at the University of Salamanca. He looks
forward to reconnecting with Correllians he already has met,
and connect with some Correllians that he has known for many
years, but has yet to meet in person.
He has gone by many names as he has grown and matured in his magical life. His mentor
and family at Sacred Sea Temple still sometimes slip and call him Davey, even though he has
outgrown this name. Dj is his preferred mundane name, and Silas Mimir is his relatively newly
chosen magical name. Silas means from the Forest, and Mimir is a reference to Mimir’s Well of
knowledge in Norse mythology.
He is very active in the tradition. He is the founder of the Mystical Rainbow Temple,
where he mentors all three degrees (all of them in his second language, Spanish). He also
mentors All three degrees along with the Sea Priest course on WitchSchool. He is the Head of
the Outer Court Department and Correllian Help Desk. He leads the Remote Initiations in
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Spanish. He embraces the Spanish Speaking community and has become very involved in that
branch of the tradition to help them feel a little closer to the Mother Temple.
He is also working on many more projects that can be expected to be released in the
tradition in the coming years. He is also an active Tarot Reader and Reiki practitioner.

LORD DON’S CORNER
By M. Rev. Donald Lewis-Highcorrell

Greetings all!
November has come and here in the Northern Hemisphere the
month begins with Samhain while in the Southern Hemisphere
November begins with Beltane. But no matter where you are on
the Earth, November is the one-year anniversary of the reborn
Correllian Times!
I would like to take this opportunity to salute the staff of the
Correllian Times for making it through their first year and doing so
in a stunning successful manner. Each month seems to have brought new ideas, new features, or
new languages.
I would like to congratulate Editor-in-Chief Rev Ser Stacey Blair for all of her hard work in
bringing this magazine back to life, and also Assistant Editor-in-Chief Rev Ser Eboni Nash,
Spanish language Editor-in-Chief Silas Mimir, Senior Writer Rev Pam Griffith, Dutch language
Editor Rev Lilith, Rev Ser Chad Blackman, Rev Hazsoly Bellatrix de Fira, Rev Chris Abarca,
Maxine K Sims Reyes, Abey Jade, Salena Murdock, and everyone involved with this wonderful
effort! And of course, Executive Ancestral Editor Blv Windy Lajoie who originally founded the
magazine and presided over its first life, and no doubt watches over this second incarnation
from her place in the Court of the Ancestors.
As a person who has had many successful projects, I know how hard it is to do something like
this and do it well. One issue is relatively easy. One year is hard. It is a grind. It requires
dedication as much as inspiration, hard work as much as fun, and a willingness to get the job
done no matter what comes up. And in a project like the Correllian Times it requires doing this
over and over again. It is a joy to the creators certainly, and of course to the readers as well. But
it is also a great effort that deserves to be acknowledged.
Thank you Correllian Times staff for all your hard work! We see you and appreciate your
efforts!
So, congratulations again on this first year of the Correllian Times. We look forward to next
year! I am sure the Correllian Times staff will continue to amaze and impress us!
Blessings to all!
©Copyright - Correllian Times
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M. Rev. Donald Lewis-Highcorrell
First Priest and Chancellor, Correllian Tradition
Vox Correllianus, Apu Tanglaw Liwanag, Member Triad Union

LADY STEPHANIE’S CORNER - CREATIVE THINKING
By Stephanie Leon Neal

Taken from The Tea Cup’s Oracle by Rev. Stephanie Neal
I would like to tell you a little story that conveys one approach to creative
thinking. Now this story shows the process of psychic thought through
creative thinking found in the field of emotion. This creative thinking
story is based on a real event. We first identify an issue through a
question, statement, or scenario: Let us say a young man of 15 years of
age became blind earlier in his life and misses reading terribly. He finds
himself randomly picking up a pinecone which is his first symbol to help
solve his need. The first word becomes a second word which becomes a phrase then physic
thought kicks in, looking for an answer to the issue or need. These first words are moving
toward something new blending two things, two concepts that have nothing to do with each
other, which are, - how to read while blind - and holding a - pinecone - begins to springboard
thoughts, and concepts to mind, seemingly separate in the beginning, yet there is a clear shift
which integration begins to happen, the concepts begin to blend together, creative thinking
walks you right up to that open psychic door. You know you have entered physic thought
because at this point the phrase and solutions flow much easier.
Louis Braille, begins to realize if he could feel each word like he was feeling the many bumps
on the pinecone, he was exploring with his hands, he could be able to read anything so he set to
work creating a reading system for the blind at the age of 15. He based his system on Charles
Barbier’s Night Writing code “Ecriture Nocturne”.
In summary Louis:
1. - Louis identified an issue (identified his need).
2. - He selected a tool to ponder upon. (The pinecone.)
3. - He selected a creative thinking process; conceptual integration blending, though he may
not have known what it was called, yet this is what he was actively doing.
4. - Louis, considered a simple concept symbol to apply to his need, which walked him right
up to psychic creative thought, pulling something completely new into this physical
world that would benefit not just him but for many individuals for years to come.
We will never know if Louis intentionally utilized psychic thought, or conceptual integration
blending, nonetheless, creative thinking and conceptual integration blending were absolutely
utilized. Now, of course, he still needed to figure out how to create and implement his new
idea, through actions, trial, and error. Though it may be nice, most solutions are not delivered
in a one-step package. Bottom line, his invention came from his thoughts and a seemingly
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Page 11

The Correllian Times - November 21 Aq.

simple symbol. Psychic thought is about trusting yourself, looking at the symbols, and
confidently conveying an effective message that relates to the seeker’s question.
Things, events, or scenarios that have nothing to do with your question will give you answers
by allowing your imagination to go anywhere, anytime, to any person or animal. Your intuition
will pick up where your mundane mind leaves off, within this moment. As stated before, the
seeker’s question is important because you want to help, thus make sure you understand what
they want to remedy, create or confirm. Once you know the question, scenario or problem,
allow your psychic muscles to see any issues around the scenario. Explore the question, while
the tool explores the question because the answer is in the question; giving sound answers. Yes,
it takes effort to realize what you have already possessed from the beginning in your life. The
next time you are problem-solving or expressing your creativity, think of the pinecone. Enjoy
exploration; there are still a million things to discover, solve and express.
Sending Love and Light Your Way,
Rev. Stephanie Leon Neal
Correllian.com
StephanieLeonNeal.com

TEA THYME WITH MOTHER & CRONE
By: Rev. Ser Mylinda Whiteley

Have you already seen an episode of our weekly show Tea
Thyme with Mother & Crone? If not, you are missing it! We offer
a unique perspective on all things pagan and witch. My fantasy
name is Rev. Ser Mylinda Whiteley but Mylinda is well. I am the
"Mother" of the program. Then I have my lovely counterpart and
friend, Lady Pamela Maxwell Griffith, or Pam, who constitutes
the 'Crone' aspect of our program. We discuss the magical and
medicinal benefits of various herbs / flowers in what it concerns
not only tea but also other applications. Every week we deal with
different topics related to paganism, magic and everything related
to witchcraft. We provide a unique perspective as we approach the issues as a duo (sometimes
with points of view similar and sometimes with different points of view) and almost nothing is
off limits.
We have a weekly giveaway where you can listen to the keyword of each program and have a
chance to win Tea Thyme with Mother & Crone merchandise. All you have to do is give a
"like" to our Facebook page, Tea Thyme with Mother & Crone, and subscribe to our YouTube
©Copyright - Correllian Times
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channel (with the same name). Then send an email with the keyword of the week to
teathymemc@gmail.com to have the chance to win.
We want to hear from you! If there's a special tea, herb, or topic you'd like
Let's talk, send us a message on our Facebook page or send us an email.
November will be filled with lots of good subjects!
We will be looking at the American Thanksgiving along with some of the reasons we are
thankful. And maybe even a few cooking highlights and crafts for Yule…..

Rev. Ser Mylinda Whiteley AKA Mother

Lady Pamela Maxwell Griffith AKA Crone

Facebook: Tea Thyme with Mother & Crone - https://www.facebook.com/TeaThymeMC
YouTube:
Tea
Thyme
with
Mother
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtnBrRJz7lqktBOz3SrzpNw

&

Crone

-

Email: teathymemc@gmail.com
You can also find us on iTunes, Spotify and other podcast platforms under “Witch School”
along with other amazing shows.
Thank you all for your continued support!

THE MEN’S GREEN TENT: “E MPOWERING YOURSELF & OTHERS”
By Rev. Ser Chad Blackman

Hello my friends and brothers. It’s been a long and difficult summer for me.
I’ve had some journeys to take up including some latent health issues.
©Copyright - Correllian Times
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Nothing new to getting older, right? I pray all of you have had a great summer and got to do
some things to enlighten your lives. I welcome you all back to MGT 2.0 this next month. We
celebrate a year or so since we began this journey together. Since the dawn of our first meeting,
I have grown with you and because of you. Each of you has contributed so much to the MGT
and I thank each of you for your contributions. It is only in common bonds and a sense of
community we can expand our selves and the reach or impact. I wish to speak to each of you
today on empowering yourselves to a circle of being your unique selves. This seems a broad
comment but it actually gets deeper as we each dive deeply into what makes each of us unique
and different. Do that spirit work or shadow work, however you define it each and every day. I
think we men have a unique and deep way of doing such work in an ancient way that has
prospered with us through the ages. I can remember my grandfather doing some deep thought
where he was alone but with me nearby as his “mini me” as it were at that time. As each day
passes, I miss my mentor more but understand the subliminal messages and lessons passed onto
me. This past summer I had some issues I addressed and while doing so I took the time to delve
deep into my life and spirit. I connected the two as we always talk about. I cleaned out a bunch
of things that didn’t serve my well-being and spirit. Those tiny habits I developed quickly
became natural to me and as I reflected I realized the impact of what it was doing for my life. I
now have a circle we each can create for ourselves. I am solid in my person with nothing really
impacting me in my daily life. It was baby steps to get where I am today but the work continues.
Our world can make quite an impact on us if we allow it to do so. I recently in the past months
became more acquainted with some other social media in which I experienced some negative
and positive aspects of the mundane life. I felt no reason to judge either way but found a lesson
in everything I experienced. Each of us has a part to play in this life but we define the
parameters of how and what we do. I ask each of you to do the hard work of connecting with
spirit. Think of it as that little voice you hear when thinking about something. Some call it
conscience, others call it intuition. I call it spirit talking to me. In over 50 years of living, I have
never had it steer me wrong when I heeded the call. I ask each of you to answer the call of
spirit. Don’t make it become a karmic thing of spirit saying “I told you so!” later. Look deep
within yourselves and do that vital work on yourself. We are meant to evolve beyond what we
so narrowly see.
I started by creating a circle for myself. Much like a Pagan or Wiccan, I created a circle for
myself that is always open but protected by the magic that is my spirit and life now. By ever
developing layers of depth in my life I created a circle that helps me deal each day with things
in life and beyond. I know this doesn’t tell you much but it is a unique circle to each of us that
empowers each to be themselves wholly. In November, we will begin again having our
gatherings to talk about all these things we deal with daily. But we’re going to step things up a
bit and go in depth on these things in the future. Life is a circle, if many didn’t know that, but it
is in a sense of never ending. The repetition associated with a circle comes from repeating
things that didn’t work before. We are going to go beyond that and empower you to build a
©Copyright - Correllian Times
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circle that no negativity can penetrate completely. In today’s society we are tearing down the
masculine profile. We are indeed both feminine and masculine. Neither can exist without the
other though many would debate this very saying. We need to feed each virtue of ourselves to
become a more connected person in life. I hope that each of you will consider these meaningful
words and delve deep into your true being or spirit. Do that work gentlemen and live a full life.
Not what others dictate but what rings true and honest with your spiritual self. I look forward to
more of the journey with all of you. Blessings to all and one.
Rev. Chad B
*The views and opinions expressed in this article are the sole property of the writer. They
do not reflect the opinion or views of the Correllian Times, staff or any other third parties.

THE WOMEN’S RED TENT
By Rev. Pamela Griffith, HPS

I had the honor and privilege to attend a First Moon ritual for a
young lady at our Temple.
Lady Angela Munn wrote the
most awe-inspiring ritual that
left us all feeling proud of
being women and a little teary eyed at the same time.
I thought of my first moon at the tender age of 9 and was
jealous that I didn’t have anything or anyone to explain or
instruct me on what to do.
How wonderful it was to come together as a tribe and
honor this child but at the same time make her feel like, as
she put it, a princess!!! We were all ages there and it was
as if we too were going through our first times.
Remembering and at times laughing at our own wife’s
tales.
Instead of just telling her Well this is it until you go
through menopause, we honored her as she has now taken a step away from childhood into
becoming a woman.
We prepared a wonderful dinner, complete with red velvet cupcakes!! Yes, we all brought gifts
that honored her and allowed her to understand that she is part of a bigger tribe. We ate and
talked there at the table but then, time for the ritual.
She sat at a place of honor. Wore a crown of flowers. Participated and listened to the ritual and
lit her first candle!!
©Copyright - Correllian Times
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We listened to her funny stories and included her in our tribe as a full member. She had
questions and really good ones too. She asked and we all answered her, giving her the many
perspectives of all women of all ages. We comforted her with our stories and gave her our
support.
She was amazed that when we told her she could ask us questions that sometimes you don’t
want to ask mom, we would always answer her as truthfully as we could. That we were there
for her, she was part of our tribe now. We took her into the fold as one of our own. A small cub
who now has many fierce warriors to champion her. She just couldn’t believe she now has many
to call on in need and that we took her seriously.
Her questions answered and her friendships now sealed, and most of all she was comforted in
the love that yes there is pain, but we can show you how to make it less painful and how to best
deal with all the newness of this next step on her journey.
She now has her first Book Of Shadows, her first ritual to put into the book, a wonderful witch’s
calendar to track her cycle, a bloodstone to ease the pain, a poppet to comfort her on those blue
days, jewelry to wear and show she is part of the tribe and best of all a few women willing to go
that extra little bit to help shape a young girl into the women she can be.
Ladies Red Tent is wonderful BUT a first moon ceremony is priceless. I challenge all of you to
remember that and yes perform that ritual and give that womanchild the support of your tribe.

THE RAINBOW TENT:
by Rev. Silas Mimir HP ~

The Rainbow Tent monthly meetings have been temporarily suspended due
to a lack of interest. If you have interest please look for us on facebook at:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/rainbowtent

When an interest for monthly meetings increases, we will discuss a time and day for the
monthly Zoom meetings.

KRYSTEL CAVALIERS - INSTILLING AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE IN CHILDREN
By Rt. Rev. Ser Angela Munn AP, CCE

In November in the United States our thoughts turn to gratitude. In a world
that values excessiveness, it can be worthwhile to instill in children of all
ages a practice of gratitude. A 2019 study published by the Journal of
©Copyright - Correllian Times
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Happiness Studies found that gratitude is linked to happiness in children by the age of 5.
The first method to help children feel more grateful would be to teach them to say “thank you”.
Encourage them to say “thank you” on a regular basis by offering gentle reminders to say thank
you to family members. It may seem forced but consider it the first step in the road to lifelong
gratitude and it can help them to recognize when others have given them something. Encourage
them to write thank you notes to people who have given them gifts and then praise this positive
behavior to reinforce the importance of showing gratitude.
Once the child notices the things and people they have to be grateful for, start a conversation
with questions to make them think about gratitude - how does receiving a gift make you feel
and how should you respond? One of the ways your child can show appreciation could involve
an act of service. Let them know there are many ways to show people that you are grateful for
all they do.
Grateful parents tend to raise grateful children by modeling gratitude. Let them see you express
gratitude by saying “thank you” to a store clerk. Rather than complain about the bad day you
had at work, find something on that day to be thankful for and begin a conversation about
gratitude. When your child sees you expressing gratitude, you will be teaching them to do the
same.
A family gratitude project can be
a good way to teach gratitude.
Create a family bulletin board
where all members of the family
can post notes about what they
are thankful for.
Create a
gratitude jar that all family
members can contribute to. Keep
slips of paper near the jar and
write down once a day something
that they’re grateful for and read
a few of the notes once a week as
a family. Commit to this for 21
days for it to become a habit. Once you have established this habit, continue for another ninety
days.
Expressing gratitude in the family can be done during breakfast or dinner by taking time to
share one thing you are most grateful for in your day. At bedtime, express three things you are
grateful for or write those three things in your gratitude journal. At the beginning of the week,
©Copyright - Correllian Times
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have each family member discuss how they will express gratitude and to whom they will
express gratitude to during the coming week.
When gratitude is made a priority in the home, not only will the children benefit but the
adults will reap the healthy benefits of expressing gratitude as well.
Based on an article by Amy Morin, LCSW ; November 11, 2020; viewed October 3,
2021; https://www.verywellmind.com/how-to-teach-children-gratitude-4782154
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WITCH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
By Rev. Ser Laurie Denman High-Correll, Arch Priestess CCE, Dean of Students and Mentoring at WSI

Greetings Witch School Family,
I hope everyone had a meaningful Samhain and Beltane! Such great
holidays to celebrate!
This month I have the joy to announce a new Supporting Membership class
written by Most Rev. Lady Stephanie Neal, the First Priestess of the
Tradition, CSW101 Color Support. This class allows the student to learn
about the vibrations of colors along with their metaphysical meanings,
including their uses with Astrological Signs, Planetary Colors and Days,
Day of the Week Colors, Chakra Colors, Correllian Quarters and Guardians
of the Quarters. Lady Stephanie will be sharing more of her teachings with WSI Supporting
Members in the coming months.
Stay tuned to this space for announcements.
Main Witch School Site - www.witchschool.com
Witch School the Official Page on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/TheWitchSchool
Witch School International Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/witchschool/
SO YOU WANNA BE A WITCH!
At Witch School, you will find a variety of courses to take on many different
Magical and Metaphysical subjects including, all the Degree Courses to
become Clergy of the Correllian Nativist Tradition of Wicca. Witch School
offers Free Basic Membership and Supporting Membership options.
So come fly on by and take a look at what Witch School has to offer.
www.witchschool.com
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Witch School Masks! New at Correllian Publishing!
New! Witch School Masks!
Regular price$20.00
Correllian-Publishing.Myshopify.com
Show your Witch School pride with this new Witch School mask! Emblazoned
with the Witch School logo this mask is perfect to wear to Witchy occasions
like rituals, festivals, Pagan Pride Days, or even just in daily life!
Glow-in-the-dark logo on a midnight blue base.

TRADITION NEWS
Official Announcement from the First Council of the Correllian Tradition:
Correllian Mission for Pagans to the Ninth Parliament of the World’s Religions.
Our primary mission as a duty of the Correllian Tradition is to Promote Representation and
Inclusion of Pagan and Wiccan Traditions through participation and attendance at the
Parliament, while being proactive in gathering us together.
The Mission is focused on providing support and representation at the Parliament of the World’s
Religions. Our primary skill of service is the ability to attract and fill the needs of tickets and
admissions and support those individuals and groups at nearly every level of hospitality.
The Services:
Housing: Provide Housing at high quality and affordable prices. We are looking at sharing all
manner of spaces including large homes, great shared spaces, hotels, and to provide a safe space
to sleep and wind down.
Transportation: The Mission will include transportation to and from the Parliament Events from
your housing through a combination of tools. We will be within 25 minutes of the Parliament
Center, which will allow for rapid and efficient people moving.
Food: The Sikhs do the Langar. This is a daily lunchtime event that anyone can take part in. As
far as the mission, we will provide breakfast, for every food health variant. This will include
additional foods to be able to make bag lunches. We will also include evening foods in order
that no one will go hungry.
Scholarships: It is expected that most members can afford all aspects of the Parliament, and
through this mission dramatically bring down the costs of attendance. Yet, we have individuals
©Copyright - Correllian Times
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that, no matter what they do, cannot afford this without direct financial assistance. We are
actually aware of our overseas members whose local economies cannot provide the dollars
needed, and this the mission plans to work on from the very beginning. For the Correllians this
will include overseas members from the Philippines, South Africa, and South America. This
will be a wonderful opportunity to draw together our Clergy globally, for a worthy cause, and to
assure we are represented in the halls of the Parliament.
Tech Support: We do not yet know all the details of how the Parliament will want to represent
themselves online. It is our hope they will accept assistance and allow us to develop social
broadcasting services. But we will be developing our ability to support our tech movement
towards the Ninth Parliament of the World’s Religions in Chicago, August 2023. It will be the
most interactive in history.
So, this is the Correllian Mission.
The Executive Team to begin.
- Rev Ser Lori Blackman is our Team Leader, acting as the primary contact and source of the
Committee for a Parliament of the World’s Religions.
- Rev Ser Alan Salmi is our Chicago Representative, acting as local contact and networker. He
will function as the contact for volunteers and services.
- M. Rev Donald Lewis is the Host and Coordinator of the Mission. He is liaison to all of the
Traditions who are looking to attend and do so in a quality way, allowing for inclusive and
expansive representation.
- M. Rev Stephanie Neal is the coordinator of the Correllian Peace Message to the Parliament of
the World’s Religions, an interfaith prayer.
- Ser Ed Hubbard will be senior consultant and operations officer during the Parliament. His
deep roots and understanding will allow us the best the city offers, while doing so affordably.
- Rev Ser Chad Blackman will be our IT director to provide a better online experience. His team
will begin to create connections and ways to support Pagan communication prior to, during and
after the 9th Parliament. Once the Parliament begins, we want to assure everyone involved can
communicate and coordinate as they choose.
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Have
you
checked
out
https://correllian-publishing.myshopify.com/.

Correllian

Publishing?

You’ll discover a variety of products including the infamous Lord Don Tarot
decks. What are you waiting for? Go visit the site today!!
'Santa Tarot' 22 Major Arcana - Available For Pre-Order
Regular price $30.00

This is a Major Arcana expansion deck for the Infinite Tarot containing 22
Major Arcana cards themed for the Mid-Winter holidays. ETA December 1.
The deck can be used as a stand-alone deck or in combination with other Infinite Tarot decks.
The deck is a Major Arcana built around the theme of the mid-winter gift giver drawing from
many cultures. Some of the figures include Santa Clause, La Befana, Ded Moroz, Saturn, and
more.

Blue Door Upcoming Class:
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2022 AT 12 PM EST – 4 PM EST
Addressing family injuries with tarot of Hekate
Class by Phoenix Coffin - Williams and Correllian Membership Hub
Price: Free
Public · Anyone on or off Facebook
This 4hour intensive teaches experienced tarot readers how to utilize the wisdom of the tarot of
Hekate to get glimpses into past, present, and future issues in family relationships.
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This intensive also discusses how to utilize this information to design healing services. You
must have a Tarot of Hekate Deck by Rev. Donald Lewis to utilize this method. You will need
this deck for the class.
Successful completion of this intensive will come with a certificate of completion and students
already enrolled in the blue door can add this class to their transcript. The price for this
intensive is FREE however all donations will support future Blue Door and Correllian events.
Requirements
Must own a tarot of hekate deck by Rev. Don Lewis
3+ years experience reading cards professionally
Must be age 18+ due to themes related to trauma
https://www.facebook.com/events/4490565297667180?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history
%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22group%22%7D]%7D

INITIATIONS
If any Shrines, Proto Temples or Temples would like to submit their
initiates, we would be pleased to announce initiations of degree
students! Congratulate them on all their hard work!! If you or someone
you know is about to move up in the Priesthood, send us the name and
degree and we will gladly announce it. correlliantimes@gmail.com.
Remote initiations are coming up! To participate, please email Rev.
Laurie at RevLaurie@witchschool.com. Please include your degree
number in the email. Zoom links will be provided in the confirmation
email along with information about the Rite. These dedications are performed in English.
● First Degree on Saturday November 20th at 4 PM eastern. Deadline to register is
November 6th.
● Second Degree on Saturday December 4th at 1 PM eastern. Deadline to register is
November 28th.
● Third Degree on Saturday December 4th at 3 PM. Deadline to register is November 28th.

CORRELLIAN TRIVIA
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This month’s trivia question:
What is the Tradition’s structure?
Find out the answer in next month’s edition!
Last month’s trivia question:
What is the best piece of advice could you give me to become more active within this
Tradition?
Answer: Here are some options:
Join a Department and help with small projects.
Attend chats, to meet members on a regular basis.
Go to Lustrations and visit Temples if feasible.
Join our Correllian Tradition’s facebook groups.
Join an active Temple, Shrine or Study Group and work within the group.
Become a Ritualist See: Rt. Rev. Anna Rowe’s training at Witch School.
Train to become a Correllian Shaman
Train to become a Department Aide

Read our E-zines / Ask to be considered to be a part of the E-zines.
Etc.

TAROT AND ASTROLOGY
©Copyright - Correllian Times
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by Rev. Silas Mimir HP ~

Hello, and welcome to another month! I have been working
with the Mermaid Tarot and have created some of my own
spreads. For this reason, I have decided to share a spread
with you this month. It is the Flower of Life Spread. The
flower of life is a symbol of creation, and I thought it was
appropriate to use this spread to show our relationship with
the Seven Planes or Dimensions of Existence. These planes
are also introduced in the First Degree lessons. The First
three cards, On the bottom, from left to right are the
Physical, Emotional and Mental. These represent our lower
self. Cards 4, 5 and 6 are on the top left to right. This is
your upper self and are the Astral (Boss of our life), Soul
(Result of lessons learned in each life) and Monad (Divine spark of life). The final card is in
the center and is the Divine (the lone soul of the universe from where it comes). Use this spread
to see how your relationship is with each of the aspects and see where you can improve that
aspect if it isn’t where you want it to be.
Welcome to November Astrology! On the 5th, Venus enters Capricorn. Getting serious
about our finances and boosting our relations with business partners and/or co-workers will be
easier than usual under this influence. On the same day, Mercury enters Scorpio. When Mercury
is in Scorpio, our thoughts and communications are more probing and intense. November 21,
the sun enters Sagittarius. With the Sun in Sagittarius, our focus shifts from the need for an
intimate connection with a person and with ourselves, to the desire to reach out to the world and
connect with something larger than ourselves. Then on the 24th, Mercury follows suit and enters
Sagittarius. Ideals are sought, our thinking is more optimistic, and our faith increases. We are
more equipped to believe and to persuade. We end the month on the 26th, when Saturn forms
sextile with Chiron. We are also more able to express our unique qualities or to go our own
way, without stirring up controversy, as we act in a professional, respectful manner. (Astrology
from http://cafeastrology.com)

SPIRIT ANIMALS AND TOTEMS: RAVEN/CROW
By Lady Wolfciara, HP

Merry Meet and Welcome to the Article about Power Animals and
Totems. This month I will write all about the beautiful creature the
Crow/Raven: I am so thrilled by this animal, and feel so torn
towards it. I thought I should give some knowledge about it and
what powers a Crow/Raven gives as a Power Animal. I will also
share the story of my friend's crow, as he was willing to interview
him about his story with that one. I have also during my time to
finish this article, learned that I haven't only the Wolf as my Totem animal, I have the
Crow/Raven, as well.
©Copyright - Correllian Times

Page 26

The Correllian Times - November 21 Aq.

History
Ravens, Corvus corax, are also known as Yel, Txamsem, Hemaskus, and Tsesketco by Pacific
Northwest Native American tribes. The word "raven" is similar in many old Germanic
languages; the Old English word for a raven was hræfn; in Old Norse it was hrafn or Hrafn, a
personal name, and Old High German (h)raban, all these words are descended from a
Proto-Germanic *khrabanas. An old Scottish word corby or corbie, akin to the French corbeau,
has been used for both this bird and the Carrion Crow. An archaic collective noun for a group of
ravens (or at least the Common Raven) is "unkindness". In practice, most people use the more
generic term "flock," and sometimes more macabre terms such as "swarm" or "horde." The
Common Raven (Corvus corax), also known as the Northern Raven, is a large all black
passerine bird in the crow family, Found across the northern hemisphere, it is the most widely
distributed of all corvids. There are eight known subspecies with little variation in appearance,
although recent research has demonstrated significant genetic differences among populations
from various regions. It is one of the two largest corvids, alongside the Thick-billed Raven, and
is possibly the heaviest passerine bird; at maturity, the Common Raven is between 56 and 69 cm
(22 to 27 inches) in length, with recorded weights ranging from 0.69 to 1.63 kg (1.5 to 3.6
pounds). Common Ravens typically live about 10 to 15 years in the wild, although lifespans of
up to 40 years have been recorded. Young birds may travel in flocks, but later mate for life, with
each mated pair defending a territory. The Common Raven has coexisted with humans for
thousands of years, and in some areas has been so successful that it is considered a pest. Part of
its success comes from its omnivorous diet; Common Ravens are extremely versatile and
opportunistic in finding sources of nutrition, feeding on carrion, insects and food waste, in
addition to cereal grains, berries, fruit and small animals, The closest relatives of the Common
Raven are the Brown-necked Raven (Corvus ruficollis) and the Pied Crow (Corvus albus) of
Africa, and the Chihuahuan Raven (Corvus cryptoleucus) of the North American southwest.
There are eight recognized subspecies:
Corvus corax corox (the nominate subspecies) occurs from Europe eastwards to Lake Baikal,
south to the Caucasus region and northern Iran. It has a relatively short, arched bill.
Corvus corax varius occurs in Iceland and the Faroe Islands. It is less glossy than Corvus corax
principalis or nominate Corox, Is intermediate in size, and the bases of its neck feathers are
whitish (not visible at a distance). An extinct color morph found only on the Faroes is known as
Pied Raven.
Corvus corox subcorax occurs from Greece eastwards to north-West India, Central Asia and
western China though not the Himalayan region. It is larger than the nominate form, but has
relatively short throat feathers (hackles). Its plumage is generally all black, though its neck and
breast have a brownish tone similar to that of the Brown-necked Raven; this is more evident
when the plumage is worn. The bases of its neck feathers, though somewhat variable in color,
are often almost whitish.
Corvus corax tingitanus occurs in North Africa and the Canary Islands. It is the smallest
subspecies, with the shortest throat hackles and a distinctly oily plumage gloss. Its bill is short
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but markedly stout, and the culmen is strongly arched. Over time, its plumage fades to dark
brown on the head and body.
Corvus corax tibetanus occurs in the Himalayas. It is the largest and glossiest subspecies, with
the longest throat hackles. Its bill is large but less imposing than that of Corvus corax
principalis, and the bases of its neck feathers are grey.
Corvus corax kamtschaticus occurs in north-eastern Asia, integrating into the nominate
subspecies in the Baikal region. It is intermediate in size between Corvus corax principalis and
Corvus corax corax and has a distinctly larger and thicker bill than does the nominate race.
Corvus corax principalis occurs in northern North America and Greenland. It has a large body
and the largest bill, its plumage is strongly glossed, and its throat hackles are well developed.
Corvus corax sinuatus, the Western Raven, occurs in south-central USA and Central America. It
is smaller, with a smaller and narrower bill than Corvus corax principalis. The Revillagigedo
Islands population has been named as subspecies
clarionensis but this is not usually accepted.
The Common Raven evolved in the Old World and crossed
the Bering land bridge into North America. Recent genetic
studies, which examined the DNA of Common Ravens
from across the world, have determined that the birds fall
into at least two clades: a California clad, found only in the
southwestern United States, and a Holarctic clad, found
across the rest of the northern hemisphere. Birds from both
clades look alike, but the groups are genetically distinct
and began to diverge about two million years ago. The
findings indicate that based mitochondrial DNA, Common
Ravens from the rest of the United States are more closely related to those in Europe and Asia
than to those in the California clad, and that Common Ravens in the California clad are more
closely related to the Chihuahuan Raven (Corvus cryptoleucus) than to those in the Holarctic
clad. Ravens in the Holarctic clade are more closely related to the Pied Crow (Corvus albus)
than they are to the California clad. Thus, the Common Raven species as traditionally delimited
is considered to be paraphyletic. One explanation for these surprising genetic findings is that
Common Ravens settled in California at least two million years ago and became separated from
their relatives in Europe and Asia during an ice One million year, from the California Glad
evolved into a new species, the Chihuahuan Raven other members of the Holarctic clad arrived
later in a separate migration from Asia, perhaps at the same time as humans. A recent study of
raven mitochondrial DNA showed that members of the Corvus corax tingitanus subspecies have
significant genetic differences from the rest of the Holarctic clad. This subspecies occurs only
in North Africa and the Canary Islands. The study also demonstrated that Corvus corax
tingitonus ravens do not interbreed with other subspecies. A taxonomic solution would be to
consider at least sinuatus a distinct species In fact, it is in many aspects intermediate between
the Common Raven proper and the Chihuahuan Raven and was considered distinct enough to
warrant a common name of its own, Western Raven, in the early 20th century. Whether the
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Western Raven ought to be united with the Chihuahuan Raven could be resolved by studies of
gene flow and ecological displacement. It is notable that the Brown-necked Raven and Dwarf
Ravens of Africa seem to be offshoots of the Common Raven-Pled Crow complex that evolved
in parallel in many (mainly ecological) aspects to the Western and Chihuahuan Ravens. Thus,
no matter what the eventual taxonomic treatment will be, the Common Raven (and to a lesser
degree, Pied Crow) ancestral stock had a tendency to expand into more arid and(sub) tropical
climates from humid and temperate regions, producing distinct lineages. Considering the
distinctness of tingitanus, such a parallel evolution of ravens adapted to Mediterranean climates
has happened four times from the time when the ancestors of Common Ravens and Pied Crows
had not yet fully diverged until today. Some remarkable feats of problem solving have been
observed in the species, leading to the belief that it is highly intelligent. Over the centuries, It
has been the subject of mythology, folklore, art and literature in many Indigenous cultures,
including those of Scandinavia, ancient Ireland and
Wales, Bhutan, the northwest coast of North America,
Siberia and northeast Asia, the Common Raven has
been revered as a spiritual figure or god.
The Common Raven was one of the many species
originally described by Linnaeus in his 18th century
work, Systemo Nature, and it still bears its original
name of Corvus corax. It is the type species of the
genus Corvus, derived from the Latin for "raven".
The specific epithet, corax/kopa is the Ancient Greek
word for "raven" or "crow". The name "raven" has been applied to several other (generally
large) species of the genus Corvus, though they are not necessarily closely related to Corvus
corax. Some, such as the Australian Raven and Forest Raven, are clearly closer to the other
Australian crows. The original raven is now called the Common or Northern Raven. In
sunlight, the plumage may have a blue or purple tint. A mature Common Raven is between 56
and 69 cm (22 to 27 inches) in length, with a wingspan of 115 to 130 cm (45 to 51 in).
Recorded weights range from 0.69 to 1.63 kg (1.5 to 3.6 lb), making it one of the heaviest
passerines. Birds from colder regions such as the Himalayas and Greenland are generally larger
with slightly larger bills, while those from warmer regions are smaller with proportionally
smaller bills. The bill is large and slightly curved. It has a longish, strongly graduated tail,
mostly black iridescent plumage, and a dark brown ins.
The throat feathers are elongated and pointed and the bases of the neck feathers are pale
brownish grey. Juvenile plumage is similar but duller with a blue-grey iris. Apart from its
greater size, the Common Raven differs from its cousins, the crows, by having a larger and
heavier beak, a shaggy throat, and a wedge-shaped tail. The species has a distinctive, deep,
hollow pruk-pruk-pruk call, which to experienced listeners is unlike that of any other corvid. Its
very wide and complex vocabulary includes a high, knocking toc toc toc, a dry, grating krao, a
low guttural rattle and some calls of an almost musical nature. Common Ravens can be very
long lived, especially in captive or protected conditions, individuals at the Tower of London
have lived for more than 40 years. Lifespan in the wild is considerably shorter: typically only
©Copyright - Correllian Times

Page 29

The Correllian Times - November 21 Aq.

10 to 15 years. The longest known lifespan of a banded wild Common Raven was 13 years.
Common Ravens can thrive in varied climates; indeed this species has the largest range of any
member of the genus. They range throughout the Holarctic from Arctic and temperate habitats
in North America and Eurasia to the deserts of North Africa, and to islands in the Pacific Ocean.
In the British Isles, they are more common in Scotland, northern England and the west of
Ireland. In Tibet, they have been recorded at altitudes up to 5,000 m (16,400 ft), and as high as
6,350 m (20,600 ft) on Mount Everest. Except in Arctic habitats, they are generally resident
within their range for the whole year. Young birds may disperse locally. In the Faroe Islands a
now extinct color-morph of this species existed, known as the Pied Raven. Most Common
Ravens prefer wooded areas, with large expanses of open land nearby, or coastal regions for
their nesting sites and feeding grounds. In some areas of dense human population, such as
California in the United States, they take advantage of a plentiful food supply and have seen a
surge in their numbers. Common Ravens usually travel in mated pairs, although young birds
may form flocks, Relationships between Common Ravens are often quarrelsome, yet they
demonstrate considerable devotion to their families. Common Ravens are omnivorous and
highly opportunistic: their diet may vary widely with location, season and serendipity. For
example, those foraging on tundra on the Arctic North Slope of Alaska obtained about half their
energy needs from predation, mainly of micro tine rodents, and half by scavenging, mainly of
caribou and ptarmigan carcasses.
One behavior used by young birds is recruitment, where
dominant juvenile ravens call other ravens to a food
bonanza, usually a carcass, with a series of loud yells. In
Ravens in Winter, Bernd Heinrich posited that this behavior
evolved to allow the juveniles to outnumber the resident
adults, thus allowing them to feed on the carcass without
being chased away. A more mundane explanation is that
individuals Co-operate in sharing information about
carcasses of large mammals because they are too big for just
a few birds to eat. Juveniles begin to court at a very early age, but may not bond for another two
or three years. Aerial acrobatics and demonstrations of intelligence, and ability to provide food
are key behaviors of courting. Once paired, they tend to nest together for life, usually in the
same location. Sexual infidelity has been observed in common Ravens, by males visiting a
female's nest when her mate is away. Breeding pairs must have a territory of their own before
they begin nest-building and reproduction, and thus aggressively defend a territory and its food
resources. Nesting territories vary in size according to the density of food resources in the area.
The nest is a deep bowl made of large sticks and twigs, bound with an inner layer of roots, mud,
and bark and lined with a softer material, such as deer fur. The nest is usually placed in a tree or
on a chiese, or less frequently in all buildings or utility poles. Females lay between three to
seven pale brown blotched eggs. Incubation is about 21 days, by the female only. However, the
male may stand or crouch over the young sheltering but not actually brooding them. Young
fledge all 35 to 42 days, and are fed by both parents. They stay with their parents for another six
months after fledging in most of their range, egg laying begins in late February, in colder
climates, it is later April in Greenland and Tibet in Pakistan, egg laying takes place in
©Copyright - Correllian Times

Page 30

The Correllian Times - November 21 Aq.

December. Eggs and hatchlings are rarely preyed on by large hawks and eagles, large owis,
martens and canids. The adults, with no known natural predators, are often successful in
defending their young from these predators, due to their numbers, large size and cunning. One
of the great animal phenomena of the world is the congregation of large numbers of birds into a
single group to sleep together. Such communal sleeping groups are known as "roosts." Many
species roost in groups, such as crows, robins, starlings, blackbirds, swallow, and herons. Most
do this only outside of the breeding season. Some species, like starlings, also forage together in
great numbers. Others, such as herons, disperse out from these gathering areas to forage singly,
For crows, roosts are primarily a fall and winter thing. The numbers peak in winter and then
decrease near the beginning of the breeding season (usually in March). It appears that all crows
will join winter roosts, even territorial breeding crows. Most breeding crows sleep on their
territories during the breeding season, but join the roosts afterward. Just why birds congregate
in such large groups is still largely a matter of conjecture. A number of hypotheses have. One is
that the birds simply are concreting in the most favorable spot (protection from predators,
protection from the elements, the only trees suitable for roosting, and they don't mind doing it
with a bunch of other birds. This idea is kind of analogous to a crowded hotel where everyone
has the same needs being met at the same place, but no one is really interacting with anyone
else. Another idea is that the birds get some protection from predators by being in a large group.
This is the "wagon train" analogy of safety in numbers. Crows are most afraid of large owls,
and sleeping with a bunch of other crows could afford some protection for an individual crow.
Another idea is the information center hypothesis, where information about profitable foraging
areas is transmitted. The idea is that an individual that did poorly foraging for itself one day can
watch for other individuals coming into the roost that look fat and happy, that obviously found
some rich source of food. Then the hungry individual can either back track the happy ones'
flight paths, or follow them out first thing in the morning to the good food source. Another
food related idea is the patch-sitting hypothesis. This theory is similar to the first one
mentioned, in that roosts congregate around a large, non-defendable, reliable food source. So,
first thing and last thing in the day, food is available. It need not be the best food, but it is
something to eat to get them going. The birds can then disperse out and do whatever they need
to do, having had some kind of breakfast first. Roosts, then, will form in suitable roosting
habitat near these large food sources For crows, such abundant sources might be landfills,
commercial composting facilities, or certain types of agricultural fields Crows have been
congregating in large roosts in the fall and winter for as long as there have been crows. Crow
roosts can range from small scattered roosts of under one hundred individuals to the
spectacularly large roosts of hundreds of thousands, or even more than a million crows! A roost
in Fort Cobb, Oklahoma was estimated to hold over two million crows. Most roosts are much
smaller, but roosts of tens of thousands are common. Before heading to roost, crows will
congregate in some area away from the final roosting site, usually an hour or two before
complete darkness. Here the crows spend a lot of time calling, chasing, and fighting. Right at
dark the main body of the group will move toward the final roosting spot. Sometimes this final
movement is relatively quiet, but usually it is still quite noisy. I have seen crows coming
together from several separate congregation areas, heading to one final staging area where they
all coalesce, and then everyone heads to the final roost. The final roost can be a cohesive group
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in a single woodlot, or it can be rather diffusely spread out over quite a wide area of suitable
trees. Many, perhaps most, people who witness large roosts or the flight lines to them are
reminded of Alfred Hitchcock's movie "The Birds." I think this association is unfortunate. It
makes the allusion that somehow what we are watching is sinister, unnatural, and threatening. In
fact, it is none of the above, but one of the most natural things in the world. I would prefer to
replace this association with the idea that such roosts are something to be marveled at. To me
they always bring up the idea of Passenger Pigeons. When Europeans first came to North
America, the Passenger Pigeon (Ectopistes migratorius) was the most abundant bird on earth.
Migrating flocks were said to darken the sky for hours as they passed. Despite their incredible
abundance, they are completely gone now, driven extinct by the early years of the 20th century.
A combination of habitat destruction (the complete devastation of the eastern hardwood forests)
and hunting for sale as meat in commercial markets destroyed one of the greatest natural
spectacles on earth. Not a single Passenger Pigeon remains on earth today, nor do any people
that remember seeing their massive flocks. I would like for people to look at the large
congregations of the similarly-sized American Crows going to roost and think that, despite how
impressive they might be, they are but the slightest hint of what the Passenger Pigeon flocks
must have been like. A number of possible explanations exist for
the relatively recent influx of roosting crows into urban areas.
The birds are not making drastic shifts in behavior; crows have
been gathering into winter roosts for long as there have been
crows. We know that approximately 25,000 crows were gathering
in a roost near Auburn, NY in the winter of 1932-33, and that a
large roost was present in 1911-12. The big difference is that they
were roosting 3 miles south of town then and are roosting smack
in downtown Auburn today. Any increase in size of the roost
would be imperceptible, compared to the change of locale. A
couple of things may have worked together to get crows into town (both for nesting and
roosting): The 1972 extension of the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 to cover crows.
At this point the hunting of crows became regulated. No longer could anyone anywhere take
shots at crows, but had to do so (theoretically) within prescribed guidelines and hunting
seasons. It is possible that this change may have resulted in the decrease of shooting pressure on
crows, allowing them to become more tolerant of the presence of people. A prohibition on the
discharge of firearms within city/village limits. It is conceivable that crows somehow stumbled
across the fact that they could not be shot in cities because of local ordinances against shooting
in town. So, in fact crows might have somehow figured out that the best thing to do to live with
their enemy was to get as close as possible, not stay away. Many crow hunters do most of their
hunting along light lines of crows moving to roost. These flight lines through urban areas are
protected; those in rural areas are not. Once crows overcame the urban barrier, a number of
possible advantages could extend to them: Cities are warmer than rural areas. In most places a
difference of 5-10 degrees F exists, sometimes referred to as a "heat bubble" over cities.
Because roosting is a winter phenomenon, warmer spots could be important as Artificial light
assists crows in watching for owls. I have noticed that many urban crow roosts are not located
in nice dense trees where the crows would have microclimate advantages, such as protection
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from wind or cold. Rather, the crows perch out on the tips of bare branches of leafless
deciduous trees. I was quite surprised by this at first, but then I noticed that many (most?)
Roosts are located near sources of bright illumination, such as streetlights and parking lot lights,
like the lights at the Auburn prison and Syracuse University. It makes sense for crows to like
"nightlights" to protect them from their biggest bogeyman, the Great Horned Owl. Crows don't
see well at night; owls do. Crows near street light could see approaching owls.Also, if a crow
gets scared out of its roost in the middle of the night (presumably by an owl taking crows), in
lighted urban areas the crows can see where the predator is, and perhaps more importantly, can
see to find another perch. You can imagine that flying blindly into the dark is not something any
bird would choose to do. I was surprised at the amount of activity at the Auburn roost well after
dark. The crows were still making a lot of noise and even flying from tree to tree. In other roosts
I have watched that were in darker locations the crows quieted down rather quickly and no
movements between trees were seen shortly after complete darkness. Urban areas provide large
trees for roosts. In many places some of the largest trees to be found are in urban areas. Many
trees in parks and cemeteries were protected from the severe logging of the end of the last
century, and are some of the oldest trees around. These large trees may be especially attractive
to crows. American Crows can be considered partially migratory. That is, some populations
migrate, others are resident, and in others only some of the crows migrate. Crows in the
southern parts of their range appear to be resident and not migrate. They may make some
changes in their use of space at this time, spending more time off the territory to forage and
roost. Crows migrate out of the northernmost parts of their range. It
has been stated that crows migrate out of those areas where the
minimum January temperature averages 0 F. Certainly crows leave
the northern Great Plains in the fall, leaving Saskatchewan and
Alberta to winter in the lower Plains states of Nebraska, Kansas,
and Oklahoma. Crows can be seen crossing the Great Lakes in
spring and fall, and these birds undoubtedly are migrating to and
from parts of Canada. Crows breeding in upstate New York are
partially migratory, Breeding birds appear to remain all winter. The
breeding pair appears to visit their breeding territory every day of
the year, although they will roost and forage in other places.
Non-breeders may spend significant periods on the home territory,
or may spend time away. Many individuals wander around the local
area joining different foraging flocks on subsequent days. They
may or may not visit the home territory during this time. Other non-breeders leave the area
entirely for several months. One individual (less than one year old) was seen at a compost pile
in northern Pennsylvania with a flock of crows, and three weeks later it was back in Ithaca with
its parents who were starting nesting. It helped the parents raise young that year, and remained
in the area over subsequent winters.
In general, American Crows have only one successful brood a year. Figure it like this: it takes
from one to two weeks to build a nest (always a new one with each nesting attempt), 6 days to
lays eggs (2-6 eggs), 19 days of incubation (begun with the penultimate, or antepenultimate egg,
i.e., next-to-last or next- to-next-to- ast egg, depending on clutch size), 35 days in the nest
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before fledging (30-45), and then 6 weeks to 2 months to feed the young to independence. That
adds up to nearly 4 months from start to finish. Even though American Crows are one of the
earliest nesting species in New York (laying eggs the last week of March), they cannot hope to
pull off two broods a year. If a nest fails after the first week or two of May, the pair does not
attempt to renest in most years. On occasion in some years some pairs will renest rather late
after a latest failure. Nest success is 50% or less, and rarely do successful crows raise all the
young from all the eggs they lay. On average rural nests produce 4 young per successful nest
and urban nests produce 3. Average clutch size in both areas is 4.7. Most crows don't even live a
year, having died in the egg or as nestlings. Of the young in the nest a week before fledging,
about half are alive and with their parents the next year. Of course some have disappeared and
not died, but that's a pretty good survival rate for birds anyway. Once they survive that first year
they have a good chance of making it for several years more. None of the birds try to breed
when they are one year old, and some are six years old and still helping their parents. Average
age of first reproduction for females is 3 years, and males average 40 years. Breeders have
about 939 yearly survival, indicating that some crows should live to be 17-21 years old. The
oldest known wild American Crow was 29 1/2 years old The second oldest known, however,
was only 14 years, 7 months. Crows and ravens, although in the same genus (Corvus) are
different birds. (Think of leopards and tigers, both are in the genus Panthera and are obviously
related, but they are quite distinct animals.) The words "crow" and "raven" themselves have
little or no real taxonomic meaning. That is, the Australian "ravens" are more closely related to
the Australian "crows" than they are to the Common Raven (Corvus corax). In general, the
biggest black species, usually with shaggy throat feathers, are called ravens and the smaller
species are considered Crows. Common Ravens can be told from American Crows by a couple
of things. The size difference, which is huge, is only useful with something else around to
compare them with: Ravens are as big as Red-tailed Hawks, and crows are, well, crow sized.
The wedge-shaped tail of the raven is a good character, If you can see it well. Crows sometimes
show an apparent wedge shape to the tail, but almost never when it is fanned as the bird soars or
banks (except for a brief time during molt in the summer). More subtle characters include:
ravens soar more than crows. If you see a "crow" soaring for more than a few seconds, check it
a second time. Crows never do the somersault in flight that Common Ravens often do. Ravens
are longer necked in flight than crows, The larger bill of the raven can be seen in flight, but it is
actually less apparent than the long neck. Raven wings are shaped differently than are crow
wings, with longer primaries ("fingers") with more slotting between them. "Ravens are the ones
whose wings you can see through." The longer primaries make the wings look more bent at the
wrist than a crow as the bird flies, and the "hand" portion can look nearly pointed. If seen
perched in a good look, the huge bill and shaggy throat of a raven are diagnostic. The upper
and lower edges of the bill are parallel for most of their length (3/4?) in ravens, while in crows
the downward curve starts somewhere around 2/3 of the way out for males, and about halfway
for females. If you see a "really big crow", chances are good that it really is a crow. Yes, there
are large crows and small ones, but you couldn't ever tell which was which. Any difference in
size (380g - 660g is the weight range around here; 800 - 950 mm Wingspan) among individuals
is not detectable, in that the range of appearance of a single crow (by fluffing or sleeking its
feathers) is greater. American Crows make the familiar "caw-caw," but also have a large
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repertoire of rattles, clicks, and even clear bell-like notes. However, they never give anything
resembling the most common calls of Common Ravens. The most familiar call of a raven is a
deep, reverberating croaking or "gronk-gronk." Only occasionally will a raven make a call
similar to a crow's "caw" but even then it is so deep as to be fairly easily distinguished from a
real crow. Ravens also make a huge variety of different notes. It has been said (attributed to
Native Americans) that if you hear something in the forest that you cannot identify (assuming
you know all the common forest sounds), it is a raven. Fish Crows (Corvus ossifragus) are a
rather small species of crow endemic to the Southeastern United States. Typically they have
been restricted to the coastline from southern New England to Texas, but in the last few decades
have been expanding their range, especially inland up large rivers. Visually, Fish Crows are
difficult to tell from American Crows. Unless one has a great deal of experience in close
observation of the species, identification is only safely done by voice. The calls of Fish Crows
and American Crows are readily told apart. American Crows most frequently give the familiar
"caw caw." Fish Crows have a much more nasal call that may be better enumerated as "awh" or
"uhn." The most diagnostic call of the Fish Crow is the double noted "uh-uh." I always say that
if you want to tell the species of crow, ask if it is an American Crow. Fish Crows will deny this
by their emphatic "uh-uhl" Fish Crow calls can be confused with the begging calls of American
Crows. It should be pointed out that these begging calls are given not just by dependent young
crows, but also by adult crows in certain situations. Most prominently, early in the breeding
cycle of American Crows the females will give begging calls frequently. The Migratory Bird
Treaty gave federal protection to most birds in North America, but did not extend protection to
crows, and crows continued to be shot as "varmints" over most of their range. In 1936 Mexico
was included in the treaty, but still crows were unprotected. In 1972 amendments of the treaty it
extended protection to 63 families of birds common to both the United States and Mexico,
including the birds of prey and crows. As a result, at least theoretically, all native birds in the
United States are protected by law, but special permits can be obtained to deal with cases of
nuisance birds causing damage or annoyances. This act makes it illegal "to possess, transport,
or export any migratory bird, or any part, nest, or egg of any such bird." (That means you
cannot legally have feathers from any local non-game bird!). The Crows, although not are
technically "migratory game birds" (like ducks) can be hunted in similar fashion in some states.
The Act allows states the right to establish hunting seasons on crows, with the exception of
Hawaii where the only species present is the severely endangered Hawaiian Crow (Corvus
hawaiiensis). It allows states to set their own seasons, bag limits, and methods of taking crows
subject to certain limitations, namely that "1) Crows shall not be hunted from aircraft; 2) The
hunting season or seasons on crows shall not exceed a total of 124 days during a calendar year;
3) Hunting shall not be permitted during the peak crow nesting period within a State; and 4)
Crows may only be taken by firearms, bow and arrow, and falconry" (so no dynamite, poison,or
traps). Many states that have crow hunting seasons, like New York, allow hunting only 4 days
per week. This action stretches the 124 days out so that the season may extend nearly eight
months. Interestingly, the New York season violated the Federal guidelines for several years.
The season for 1997-98 ran from 15 September through 14 April. The range of incubation-starts
in this data set runs from 24 March through 1 June. That means that eggs can be present from
20 March through 20 June (based on an average of four days of lying and 19 days of
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incubation). Bull gives New York eggs dates for American Crows as 30 March to 14 June, in
general agreement with these dates and indicative of the overall generalizability of the data for
the state. 80.5% of all nests were being incubated before the end of the New York hunting
season on crows. Nesting had begun at least a week or two before this time for those nests.
Nest building can begin in the first week of March, but usually is concentrated in the last two
weeks. Apparently, however, some complaint from a crow hunter resulted in a tabling of the
change and DEC personnel were informed not to enforce the printed season closure. The
1999-2000 hunt still extended into the middle of the breeding season! 2000-2001 dates will be
(barring unforeseen changes) 1 September to 31 March. So they finally got the hunt out of the
main part of the breeding season, and added the two lost weeks into the fall. In addition to
hunting, crows may be taken (i.e. shot) without a permit in certain circumstances. Depredation
order for blackbirds, cowbirds, grackles, crows and magpies states that a Federal permit is not
required to control these birds "when found committing or about to commit depredations upon
ornamental or shade trees, agricultural crops, livestock, or wildlife, or when concentrated in
such numbers and manner as to constitute a health hazard or other nuisance.
" Provided: a) that none of the birds killed or their parts
are sold or offered for sale. b) That anyone exercising the
privileges granted by this section shall permit any Federal
or State game agent free and unrestricted access over the
premises where the operations have been or are
conducted and will provide them with whatever
information required by the officer. c) That nothing in the
section authorizes the killing of such birds contrary to
any State laws and that the person needs to possess
whatever permits as may be required by the State. In New
York state landowners or those cultivating lands may take without a permit "common
crows...when the wildlife is injuring property or becomes a nuisance." Most birds that eat
indigestible foods produce pellets. Crows and jays (at least Blue and Florida Scrub-) produce
pellets, and certain that most other insectivorous birds do as well. If anyone would bother to
look under a crow roost they would find hundreds of small lumps of grain and gravel that
represent the crows' pellets. Not having much hair in them, they fall apart quickly and might be
overlooked if you didn't know what to look for. Never seen a male American Crow incubate,
and I have not heard of any truly convincing cases of males incubating. Female-only incubation
is typical of the family Corvidae. Only females get brood patches, the defeathered, highly
vascularized patches on the belly and chest that are in contact with the eggs. Any report of
males incubating needs detailed verification Helping females sometimes try to incubate. When
the breeding female is off the nest these younger birds will slip in and sit on the eggs or
nestlings. They usually look nervous, constantly looking around, and always leave very quickly
when they see another crow approaching. Unlike the incubating female, they are never fed in
the nest and are often chased away. A second instance is when the breeding male comes and
feeds the incubating female. Often the female will leave the nest for a while. The male usually
remains nearby to guard the nest. Most frequently he will perch near the nest or even on the
edge of it. Very infrequently he will actually step down into the nest and stand in it. I find that
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male Fish Crows do this rather regularly. These males do not, however, actually incubate. That
is, they do not put their bodies in contact with the eggs and transfer heat. Crows are very social
species and live in large extended family groups. That does not mean, however, that they are
friendly with all other crows. Just as we humans are social and love our families and friends, we
also have been known to fight and kill each other on occasion. Birds may fight for a number of
reasons, such as defending territory boundaries, protecting their mate (or sexual access to them),
or defending some other resource. Crow fights within a family are usually short and involve
only a few pecks. (Crows actually seem to have very few intra-family squabbles compared to
some bird species.) Fights between members of different families however can be protracted
and deadly. Another possible explanation of extreme violence is that the attacked crow was
already injured, Nick, or oddiy acting birds are often attacked by their own species. Crows are
no exception. One explanation for this behavior is that having an injured individual around is
dangerous to others in that it might attract predators. Not only that, but a vulnerable crow could
teach a predator to hunt for crows, which might endanger other crows. With this line of
reasoning, crows would be best served by getting rid of an oddball. I do not know if crows
would eat another crow they killed, in general, it appears that they do. Unless a mate is killed or
severely incapacitated, crows appear to stay with the same mate year after year. It is possible,
however, for exceptions to occur. Generally this would happen in the case of a young pair of
birds that mated but bred unsuccessfully. They might break the pair's bond and try again with
someone else. Crows and all members of the family Corvidae will store excess food. Sometimes
you can see crows bury things in the grass of the yard (usually covering it up with a leaf or
plucked grass; sometimes looking at it several times and using a number of different coverings
before being satisfied that it really is hidden). They also hide food in trees or rain gutters, or
whatever is a handy spot. In April, the crows are nesting, and the female breeder sits all day on
the eggs or young nestlings. She leaves the nest only infrequently and the male and the helpers
bring her food. Food is easy to bring (all pecked into pieces and stashed in the throat under the
tongue), but water is harder. So, crows often will dunk dry foods in water and take the
moistened food to the nest. It is likely that is what is going on in the birdbath. Several captive
crows, some individual crows also seem more inclined to put food in water and leave it there
than others. Perhaps they want it to rot a little to improve the flavor a bit before they eat it (Just
like we do when we "age" beel). Crows are predators and scavengers, and will eat anything they
can subdue. That said, the bulk of their diet consists of waste grain in winter, and earthworms
and other terrestrial invertebrates in the spring and
summer. Crows will eat eggs and nestlings of songbirds
and in some areas might have a significant impact of a
local population of birds, Far more likely, however, is that
crows are but one of a host of species preying on the
"desirable" wildlife, and removing crows will make no
change in the end result (that of most of the young
birds/eggs being eaten). A number of studies have been
done, removing crows and looking at the resulting nest
success of birds the crows depredated, that illustrate this
point. Removal of crows does NOT increase nest success
©Copyright - Correllian Times

Page 37

The Correllian Times - November 21 Aq.

or survival of the bird to be protected. Nearly always some other predator steps up to eat the
same number of eggs and young birds, or they die for other reasons. This idea of compensatory
mortality is a very difficult one for people to believe. It is not intuitive.
"Common sense" says that if you get rid of one source of mortality that the overall mortality
rate should go down. In fact, the world does not act this way. So if one more egg hatches, that
will be one more nestling that gets eaten by a raccoon. Or if one more nestling makes it out of
the nest, that's one more fledging for the local Cooper's Hawk to eat. Or, if one more young
bird survives to fly to South America, that's one more bird that falls into the ocean during the
bad storm (1001dying instead of 1000). And so on and so on. This concept of compensatory
mortality is vital to the idea of game management. What it says to the managers is that it doesn't
matter to the population if hunters take a bunch of young that were slated to die anyway. If you
keep your take within the limits of the mortality that normally occurs, exactly NOTHING
happens to the overall population, even if you kill a million individuals. Of course, if you
exceed the normal mortality things go awry. Or if the sources of mortality increase in an
unusual way (huge losses in habitat, for instance, or total loss of food supply at a staging
ground) then bad things happen. But the normal fluctuations of a stable community just absorb
the small perturbations. So, although you might see a crow eating a baby robin, that is not bad.
MOST baby robins die before reaching adulthood. That's why the robins nest so many times
during the summer. The presence of crows in an area will not mean all the robins and cardinals
will disappear. In fact, despite a slight but significant increase in American Crow populations in
North America since the mid-1960, American Robin populations have increased (nearly
identically to crows) and those of Northern Cardinals have stayed steady. The only species of
bird that is decreasing in North America in which MIGHT be crows play a significant part is
common Nighthawk, and that only in urban areas Urban nighthawks have such a specialized
nest site selection (flat gravel roofs) that crows might be able to figure them out and find most
of the nests in an area. In summary, crows are NOT a problem to most songbird populations,
especially not those that are likely to be found around people's houses. When crows move in,
the other birds don't leave. Crows are fascinating animals in their own right. Granted, they are
not brightly colored, they get up too early in the morning, and they are loud. Try to get people to
understand that it is not a "gang" of crows in their backyard, but a family. Crows are not evil,
and they are not purposely trying to torment you. They are just being crows, trying to live their
lives and feed their families. Actual property destruction is one thing that might require action,
but just being annoying is something else again. Try to appreciate the crows for the fascinating
creatures they are. If you get over that hurdle, the annoying habits become much less annoying.
Crows do have one endearing characteristic that is apparently not shared by other birds. They
will get to know people as individuals. While you can get chickadees to eat out of your hand,
any old hand will do, and I suspect that the chickadees do not know you as an individual. Crows
will! If you toss them peanuts (recommended unsalted, in the shell) on a regular basis, they will
wait and watch for you. Not just any person, but you. If you do this often enough, they will
follow you down the street to get more. So indulge yourself and make some personal friends
with the crows. That is the preferred relationship, because they also are happy to turn this talent
of recognition to the darker side, and treat you as an enemy. But in late May in most areas of the
country crow babies are just fledgling (leaving the nest). In the first couple of weeks that the
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young are out of the nest they cannot fly well and are very vulnerable to predation. They hide
in the trees and the parents are very protective of them. At this time the parents will mob
(attack) any potential predator in the area. Usually this means cats and dogs. Just wait a few
days and the fledglings will leave and the parents will calm down. Try to keep in mind that
these birds are not vicious fiends, but merely dedicated parents trying to defend their own
young in the best fashion they know. In the beginning stages of the nest both members of the
pair, as well as some helpers many times, work equally hard on building the nest. In fact, the
male can be even more active getting started. The breeding female, though, usually does the
most building at the end when they are lining the nest. She is the one who gets everything
comfortable in there, because she is the only one who sits in the nest to incubate and brood the
young, American Crow nests are bulky things that are constructed of three parts 1) an outer
basket of sticks, 2) a filling of mud and grass (often the grass is visible sticking out the bottom
of the nest, a good clue it's a crow nest), and 3) a thick bowl of something soft. Grapevine bark
and cedar mulch seem to be the most popular lining materials around here, with mammal fur
and twine common. Paper is unusual but does get used, as doe's plastic occasionally. Perhaps
the most unusual lining material found was some Emu feathers. Crows are some of the most
conspicuous and best known of all birds. They're intelligent, wary and adapt well to human
activity. As with most other wildlife species, crows are considered to have "good" points and
"bad" ones - value judgments' made strictly by humans. They're found in all 50 states and parts
of Canada and Mexico. A common adult crow weighs about 20 ounces; its body length is 15-18
inches and its wings span up to three feet. Both males and females are black from their beaks to
the tips of their tails. Their feathers are iridescent, flashing highlights of blue, green and purple.
Albinism occurs, producing pure or partial white coloration. The scientific species name
brachyrhynchos means "short beak;" actually, the crow's beak is fairly large, 2-1/2 inches long
and quite sturdy, but short compared to that of the closely-related raven. Flocks of crows range
widely for food, up to 30 miles a day in winter. Foods include grasshoppers, caterpillars, grubs,
worms, most insects, grain, fruit, the eggs and young of other birds, organic garbage - just about
anything that they can find or overpower. Crows also feed on the carcasses of winter- and road
killed animals. Crows have extremely keen senses of sight and hearing. They are wary and
usually post sentries while they feed. Sentry birds watch for danger, ready to alert the feeding
birds with a sharp alarm caw. Once aloft, crows fly at 25-30 mph; with a strong tail wind, they
can hit 60. These skillful fliers have a large repertoire of moves designed to throw off airborne
predators. A nest site is usually chosen away from those of other crows. Most often, nests are
built in the crotch of a tree, 10-70 feet above ground, usually more than 25 feet. A typical crow's
a large, substantial basket, 22-26 nest is inches across, built of twigs, sticks, bark and vines. The
deep central cup is lined with moss, shredded bark, grass, deer hair, fur, feathers or similar
material. Crows and ravens belong to the order Passeriformes which include finches, warblers,
woodpeckers, shrikes, vireos, and many others. Their family is Corvidae, or commonly known
as the "crow family," and are of the Genus Corvus. The sex of a raven or crow can't be
determined from external appearances. Crows and ravens have ranges varying from just a few
miles, as may be the case with some urban crows, upwards of hundreds of miles for some
ravens. Corvids generally, are top of the line in avian evolution, and have made every country in
the world part of their territory save New Zealand. The raven and crow are circumpolar-found
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from the Arctic Circle to the mountains of Central America. They have the flexibility and
adaptive skills to thrive in the Tundra, arctic ice, in dense forest, in deserts, or amongst the
urban/suburban sprawl. The phoebe sits on a perch and catches only insects that fly-the
red-eyed viper looks for caterpillars under leaves of deciduous trees- the towhee turns over dead
leaves to find insects, ad infinitum. But crows and ravens are "Specialists in non-specialization.
They love carrion but eat anything under the sun it seems including shellfish, amphibians, louse
from bovine spiders, acorns, fish and Ravens for previous signals that meant food/rewards. A
general trait for most in Corvidae is to cache excess food but what is remarkable about this is
their ability to find these exact locations despite a time lapse and subtle changes which occur in
an area. Stealing from other birds is a well-developed component of the crows repertoire Crows
often observed robbing Great Egrets and White Ibis of their large fresh salamander catches.
After the waterfowl beat the prey and dropped it a crow would swoop in and steal it. Sometimes
they would chase the Egrets and Ibis until they dropped their food, often working in a
seemingly cooperative manner. They steal from larger birds by Sneaking-up from behind,
pulling some tail feathers, and when the bird turns, others swoop in to nab the prize. Turkey
vultures, hawks and eagles have all been victims to this tactic. Crows and ravens amazingly
don't usually fight over food (a raven may even "recruit others''). While a crow may chase
another with a mouth full, it is usually a half- hearted effort and short lived. Amongst
cooperative feeding groups, never did crows fight over food that a single crow had caught. This
respect for individual rights extended to all despite relative social standing within the group.
However, crows and ravens are very territorial. Members of competing groups would be met
with aggression in attempts to obtain a food source in the resident group's territory. This
exemplifies a crow's versatility and ability to cooperate with two breeding adults and a few of
the year attack a fawn that was visibly weak, in the legs attempting to cross a pasture. One of
the adults attached itself to the back of the fawn while the others attached. After repeated falls
to the ground and retaining its feet, finally the fawn's lens could not net up one final time.
Probably all birds that are predatory in nature are enemies to crows and ravens. These include
eagles, hawks and falcons, but it is the owl that is of the highest concern. Crows and ravens will
drive these types of birds by utilizing their numbers, making lots of noise and performing dive
bombs towards the enemy while chasing it out of their territory. At night though, the crow is
most vulnerable. Roosting in large numbers, owls, with their stealth-like hunting skills can
make easy prey. Ravens, the more solitary of the two, are
less at risk. Despite a duly reputation as crop stealers and
dumpster divers, a study found that a family of crows
devoured about forty thousand grubs, caterpillars, army
worms and other pests to farmers in just one nesting
period. Also, they aid in keeping rodent populations
down, and on a dubious note, help to keep our streets free
of road kill remains. Crows and ravens have a variety of
calls they use. Crows exhibit at least two dozen different
calls, and ravens express themselves with 20-100's
depending on the "expert" one refers to. Calls that may
mean "warning." "food here," but also probably used to
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identify themselves to a certain group. When attempting to wean a pet raven from domestic life,
it is noticed that a juvenile raven flew above making "quaas", and his raven responded similarly,
like it was in conversation.
Then on another occasion, an adult flew over making harsh "kwacks". sending the pet raven
straight to it's shoulder scared. Specific vocalizations may be used in times of intimate gesturing
also. During one of the intimate sessions with a pet raven, a soft low "er-uk" that he never heard
again. Crows and ravens mate for life, but will quickly find a mate if the other dies. Crows and
ravens, like most Corvids, share responsibility for nest building. It appears that ravens, and
possibly crows, hide any surplus food. This may be done to keep the necessary foraging
distance to a minimum, especially when there is young at the nest vulnerable to predation. Both
male and female will help rear the young (even some auxiliaries) crows and ravens are good
parents also providing for the young longer than any other bird and will often leave the nest to
the young chicks in a brood appear to be fed by which cape is stretched the highest and that
which maintains the loudest squawks Apparently, there is anonymity in regards to the
relationship between chicks and the parents. Chicks that moved from brood to brood were still
fed by parents of the nest, suggesting that it is their nest content that is of concern and not any
individually chick attachments, However, has been noted that chicks may acquire vocalizations
that provide identity to fledglings even after months of separation, The Corvids, in general, are
considered to be a social group. It seems that it is a combination of factors that keep social
families of various species together-probably a combination of vocalization recognition;
behavior; and physical appearance. One advantage of living in social societies may be that each
individual has the potential of becoming privy to a new food source to share with the rest of the
clan, and furthermore by observing associates one can copy those skillful in discovering food
sources. Ravens, and especially crows, will work together in foraging. For example, they may
team-up to distract turkey vultures or eagles while another swipes away the food; or they may
provoke mating pairs to leave their nest, thus leaving its contents vulnerable to predation, In
some places they are mainly scavengers, feeding on carrion as well as the associated maggots
and carrion beetles. Plant food includes cereal grains, berries and fruit. They prey on small
invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, small mammals and birds. Ravens may also consume the
undigested portions of animal Species, and human food waste. They store plus food items.
especially those containing fat and will learn to hide such food out of the sight of other common
Ravens. They also raid the food caches of other Species, such as the Arctic Fox. They may also
sociate another canine, the Grey Walt Raptoparasite following to scavenge Carcasses et
Common Ravens testing near sources of human garbage included a bet percentage of food
waste in the det, birdsbesting near tais consumed more Facility vertebrates, and those nesting
far from these sources of food ate. More arthropods and plant material. Success was higher for
those using human garbage as a food source. In contrast, a 1984- 1986 study of Common Raven
diet in south western idaho, an agricultural region, found that general BAITS were the principal
constituent of pellets, though small mammals, grasshoppers, cattie cartion and birds were also
eaten. Like other conuitis Ravens can mimic sounds from their environment including human
speech. They have wide range vocalizations, which enable an object of interest to
ornithologists. Fifteen to 30 categories of vocaination have been recorded for this species, most
of which are used for social interaction. Calis recorded include alarm calis, chase calls, and
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flight calls. Non vocal somos produced by the Common Raven include wing whistles and bill
snapping. Capping or ciroking has been observed more often for females than in males, if a
member of a part is lost, its mate reproduces the calls of its lost partner to encourage its return
Common Ravens have among the largest brains of any bird species. Specifically, their
tapetpallium is large. For an avian, they display ability in problem solving, as well as other
cognitive processes such as imitation and insight. One experiment designed to evaluate insight
and problem-solving ability involved a piece of meat attached to a string hanging from a perch.
To reach the food, the bird needed to stand on the perch, pull the string up a little at a time, and
step on the loops to gradually shorten the string. Four of five Common Ravens eventually
succeeded, and "the transition from no success (ignoring the food or merely yanking at the
string) to constant reliable access (pulling up the meat) occurred with no demonstrable
trial-and-error learning". Common Ravens have been observed to manipulate others into doing
work for them, such as by calling wolves and coyotes to the site of dead animals. The canines
open the carcass, making it more accessible to the birds. They watch where other Common
Ravens bury their food and remember the locations of each other's food caches, so they can
steal from them. This type of theft occurs so regularly that Common Ravens will fly extra
distances from a food source to find better hiding places for food. They have also been observed
pretending to make a cache without actually depositing the food, presumably to confuse
onlookers. Common Ravens are known to steal and cache shiny objects such as pebbles, pieces
of metal, and golf balls. One theory is that they hoard shiny objects to impress other ravens.
Other research indicates that juveniles are deeply curious about all new things, and that
Common Ravens retain an attraction to bright, round objects based on their similarity to bird
eggs. Mature birds lose their intense interest in the unusual, and become highly xenophobic. In
recent years, biologists have begun to recognize that birds engage in play. Juvenile Common
Ravens are among the most playful of bird species. They have been observed to slide down
snow banks, apparently purely for fun. They even engage in games with other species, such as
playing catch-me-if-you-can with wolves and dogs. Common Ravens are known for spectacular
acrobatic displays, such as flying in loops, Common Ravens are widely distributed and are not
in danger of extinction. In some parts of their range, there have been localized declines due to
habitat loss and direct persecution. In other areas, their numbers have increased dramatically
and they have become agricultural pests. Common Ravens can cause damage to crops, such as
nuts and grain, or can harm livestock, particularly by killing young goat kids, lambs and calves.
Ravens generally attack the faces of young livestock, but the more common Raven behavior of
scavenging may be misidentified as predation by ranchers. Crows and Ravens are extremely
intelligent. They can learn to use tools, develop complex communication with humans and other
species. They are wonderful for psychic protection and will literally mob together to drive off
negative energy from those they care for. They are also called thieves in that they will nick
jewelry, coins, and watches, anything shiny that catches their attention. One friend of mine
living in a flat in LA said that for several months people had been complaining that someone
was nicking their valuables. All kinds of jewelry, pens, coins, anything left outside on a table or
near an open window was disappearing right and left. A maintenance worker was clearing off
some old growth from one of the palm trees when he discovered a nest filled with everything
people had been missing! Months later on someone saw a Crow making off with a gold chain,
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back up to the top of the palm tree. Across its range in the northern hemisphere, and throughout
human history, the Common Raven has been a powerful symbol and a popular subject of
mythology and folklore. In many Western traditions, ravens have long been considered to be
birds of ill omen, in part because of the negative symbolism of their all-black plumage. In
Sweden, ravens are known as the ghosts of murdered people, and in Germany as the souls of the
damned. In Danish folklore, a Valravn that ate a king's heart gained human knowledge, could
perform great malicious acts, could lead people astray, had superhuman powers, and were
"terrible animals". In contrast, many indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest Coast of
North America and northeast Asia revered it as a god. In Tlingit and Haida cultures, Raven was
both a Trickster and Creator god. Related beliefs are widespread among the peoples of Siberia
and northeast Asia. The Kamchatka peninsula, for example, was supposed to have been created
by the raven god Kutkh. The Vikings believed that ravens Hugin and Munin sat on the god
Odin's shoulders and saw and heard all, and a Raven banner standard was carried by such
Viking figures as the Norse Jarls of Orkney, King Canute the Great of England, Norway and
Denmark, and Harald Hardrada. There are several references to Common Ravens in the Old
Testament of the Bible and it is an aspect of Mahakala in Bhutanese mythology. In the British
Isles, ravens also were symbolic to the Celts. In Irish mythology, the goddess Morrigan alighted
on the hero Củ Chulainn's shoulder in the form of a raven after his death. In Welsh mythology
they were associated with the Welsh god Bran the Blessed, whose name translates to "raven."
According to the Mabinogion, Bran's head was buried in the White Hill of London as a talisman
against invasion.
A legend later developed that England would not fall to a foreign
invader so long as there were ravens at the Tower of London;
although this is often thought to be an ancient belief, recent
research has shown no trace of the legend before the 19th century,
and it is now thought to be a romantic Victorian invention drawn
from the legend of Bran the Blessed. In fact, the Tower has lacked
ravens for long periods in the past; they were last reintroduced
after World War II. The government now maintains several birds
on the grounds of the Tower, either for insurance or to please
tourists (or both). These birds have the primary feathers of one
wing clipped periodically to ensure that they cannot leave. As in traditional mythology and
folklore, the Common Raven features frequently in more modern writings such as the works of
William Shakespeare, and, perhaps most famously, in the poem "The Raven" by Edgar Allan
Poe. Ravens have appeared in the works of Charles Dickens, J. R. R. Tolkien, Stephen King,
and Joan Alken among others. It continues to be used as a symbol in areas where it once had
mythological status: as the National Bird of Bhutan. Official Bird of the Yukon territory, on the
Coat of Arms of the Isle of Man (once a Viking colony), and even as the emblem of the Ravens,
the American football team of Baltimore (Poe's hometown). Ravens also carry medicine that is
slightly different than that of Crows. The following though will relate to both. Both Ravens and
Crows associate with Wolves as well so those who have these birds as Totems are also likely to
have Wolf as a Totem as well. Those who carry Crow/Raven medicine once they become
attuned to it can begin drawing what they need and value into their own lives. They also have
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the ability to teach others how to learn to value themselves and others, to go for the gold, the
best in one's life and to be open to receive from the Universe Crows/Ravens are also well
known for their curiosity and intense exploration of anything that catches their mention 90
when Crow/Ravens of people who try their medicine show up in your life it can indicate that
now is the time to explore those things that have recently caught your eye, or that something
new is about to enter your life. That is beneficial for you to pay attention Crows/Ravens are
always on the lookout as part of their survival mechanisms and it behooves us to also pay
attention when they appear as the Universe is trying to tell us something. Crows are very social
and band together for the good of the group so this is an indication that we need to work with
and cooperate with others of like mind in order to bring about blessings for all beings. Crows
and Ravens look out for one another and they also warn other animals when danger is near.
Frequently they drive hunters mad because they are always warning Deer and Elk that the
hunters are near! When a Crow or Raven is shrieking loudly near you, check around to see if
someone or something that could be "harmful" is in the area. Of course when they call like that
it can mean many things yet over time once you work with them frequently you will begin to
understand what their messages mean to you specifically. Think about something to do with
work or a friend and if the Crows start calling, it's' a heads up that something needs to be
attended to in that area of life. The more Crows in the area the more support is being offered.
When a Crow is cawing and then turns south, then there is an important message coming from
someone south. If they tap on the phone wires then it is coming via email or phone. Usually if
it's by phone, they tap only once or twice. If you hear a Crow calling at night, that is a MAJOR
heads up as night time is Owl time and Owls are enemies
of the Crow. Owls prey on Crows at night when they are
in their nests and so Crows are especially careful to be
quiet when night time falls. This is a good message for
those who carry Crow/Raven medicine: if you sense a
predator might be near, be silent and still and wait for the
situation to pass. Taking no action at those times is the
best course of action. Some people who carry
Crow/Raven medicine also carry Owl medicine as well.
In fact, if you have one bird as a totem in actuality you
may have a whole flock of birds as totems!
Another way I work with Crows is to ask them questions
about anything and everything. Phrase it so it can be
answered yes or no. If it's a yes, a frantic cawing even
before completing the question. If it's a no, a dead silence even if they had been very noisy
moments before. People who carry Crow/Raven medicine often greatly benefit from washing
their hands and faces frequently as water is a wonderful cleanser of negative energy. Since often
Crow/Raven people are also navigators of the darkness or the underworld, it is important that
these people clear their energy fields frequently so as not to take on any energy that is not their
own. It also helps if you are trying to clear issues or problems in your life to a salt water bath or
even setting some Crow feathers near the tub will also do the trick. For nightmares a Crow
fetish, feathers or even pictures of Crows or Ravens can help drive the nightmares away. It is
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important though to examine why you may be having nightmares and ask for guidance as to
how to resolve the issue. All of the metaphysical traditions aware of say that it is important to
allow energy and power to build inside of you when you are in the process of manifesting
something important to you. Talking about it can dissipate the energy which is why it helps to
talk about one's problems! Of course talking about problems too much can actually help to
recreate them over and over in your life as you are putting emphasis and awareness on them.
Sometimes what may also happen is that the conscious mind becomes SO exhausted by it that it
is turned over to the subconscious mind for resolution and release. Since the subconscious is
where our intuition lives, we may find answers or healing in dreams or a sudden breakthrough
by following a "hunch" or inner prompting. Over time you can learn what the right balance is
for you to help clear the issue without recreating it so trust what you feel is right and best for
you! Crows and Ravens carry very similar medicine. What applies to Crow applies to Raven as
well. Ravens must be understood more at an intuitive level however for they are the gatekeepers
to the void of Spirit where there is no form or structure, but fluidity and constant change. So
when someone speaks of Raven medicine, it is more easily understood through the intuitive
senses and emotions. It is also easier to describe Raven medicine as it is expressed through
those who carry it. It is said that people who carry Raven medicine also carry a heavy
responsibility to Spirit. It is as if these people have come into this Earth walk in order to help
others break through old paradigms and belief systems into a new, more expanded awareness of
reality, avens are Heyokas, tricksters. In NativeAmerican mythology they taught the people
both the right way to live through examples of what not to do as well as bringing many
blessings. Seeing a Raven carrying food in it's mouth was considered to be a good omen in my
family as it meant that Spirit was sending the message that all would be provided for. It was
Raven who stole the sun from a monster who wanted
to keep the world in darkness. Thus Raven people
have a duty to confront their own monsters and
demons in order to bring greater light into them. Once
they are well on that path, they find themselves being
asked to turn time and again to those who are in need
of their assistance and have in fact at some level called
out to Raven for support and protection.
Those who carry Raven medicine often feel that their
lives are not their own but belong to a greater cause or
higher plan, and though they may not fully understand where they are being led, they know they
have a special destiny to fulfill. Sometimes this destiny fills them with a sense of loneliness,
even sadness, for like those with Wolf as a totem, these people know they walk alone. It is not
that Raven keeps us from those of like mind, nor does it mean they do not have family or
friends, rather it is from a sense of knowing that one is to be a rebel, a trickster, the joker in the
deck, to go forth and do that which others would call crazy or foolish so that the earth and all
who inhabit her can continue to expand and evolve. And to do that no matter the consequences.
Raven is also about shape shifting and mysticism. A shape shifter is one that knows that this
Earth walk is an illusion and that one, If one believes it, can travel through space and time in the
blink of an eye to appear in any form that is appropriate to bring help and healing to another.
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Many who carry Raven medicine often appear younger than their years, another ability of shape
shifting. Raven medicine is both very Neptunian in that it feels very intensely what others are
truly thinking and feeling, and Plutonian as it sees that which most would prefer to ignore. Both
are crucial for learning how to shape shift either the self or reality, for shape shifting is the
awareness of other levels of reality besides this one. For if a person refuses to see what is how
can he or she change anything? Raven teaches us how to look at what we are experiencing in a
whole new way and thus adapt to what is while working towards a more positive future.
Ravens are clairvoyant, they carry messages from Spirit to those who are willing to hear and
follow through on what they are shown. That is why so many Raven people feel isolated and
alone, they know at any moment Spirit may call upon them to leave everything behind in order
to work for the good of the whole. This is why when a Raven person makes a friend, they are
loyal for life as they understand the true value of friendship and want to honor and enjoy every
moment they have with those they love. Those who carry Raven medicine often have powerful,
life altering visions at key points in their lives. Ravens are said to be fond of crossroads as that
is where their energy can be utilized by those who are seeking a new direction for their lives.
When facing a new path it is often wise to call upon Raven medicine to show you if that is the
true and correct path for you or not. This is not to say that the right path will always be easy, for
Ravens in their role of guardian and protector of all they survey are often called upon to help set
something right or bring it back into balance. Ravens also teach us how to journey into the void
where all possibility lives. If you look into the eye of a Raven it is the gateway between this
world and the next, the place where all of our hopes and dreams live. Raven knows how to carry
us there and shows us the proper path to return so that we may manifest that which we have
found in the void. Moving into the void and returning to one's reality also brings more
awareness of how to deal with the shadows in one's and others lives. Raven people are
powerful navigators of the darkness, for their intuitive sense is so strong that they learn to rely
on it rather than what is just before their physical eyes. Ravens are very alert. They are
constantly on patrol, watching over their territory and
letting Owl move in and hunt them in the night time.
Thus Raven medicine can also teach us, like Crow,
how to fend and protect that which we value and
cherish. We can call upon Raven medicine to ensure
that no predators make a tasty meal out of something
we have worked hard to create. When there is an
intuitive sense that something is not quite right it is
important for those who carry this medicine to be
especially aware and alert when they get the
proverbial red flag. Even though the Raven person
may not understand why they are picking up what they do, nine times out of ten they are spot on
and so need to honor their insights intuitive awareness.
Raven says: I watched Spirit create the entire Universe out of the void, its very being. Thus was
taught by Spirit how to create magic. Raven people learn early on that what they focus on
becomes their intent for their life experiences. Raven knows that Spirit created everything by
setting an intention to do so and then spoke the word that it was done. Spirit taught Raven how
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to speak many languages so that Raven could teach humans how to both create magic and
understand the different levels of reality and beings that inhabit them as well as understanding
each other and all other beings who share our home. In magic, intention is everything, in
creating or shape shifting reality intention is everything. Then one must only speak the words "it
is done" for it to be brought forth out of the void. What is desired is simply awaiting our
awareness of it.There is something very mystical and otherworldly about Ravens and the person
that carries their medicine that makes them both hard to define. They are fluid like Neptune yet
all penetrating like Pluto and in fact many Raven people I have known have had both planets
prominent in their charts. In closing, there is a story about Raven that comes from the native
peoples of British Columbia, Canada. It is said that Raven was flying along a beach and saw a
Clam shell. Never having seen one before Raven became quite curious and wondered what was
inside. Raven tried to break it open with his beak to no avail. Finally he carried it high aloft into
the sky and dropped it onto a rock. The Clam shell broke open and humans emerged from it,
representing all of the different races that we know today. Raven was so shocked, never having
seen humans before, that before he knew what was happening, all the people had run away to
where they are now. And I think that is why Raven was given such a heavy duty by Spirit, to
watch over those that he set free. Perhaps this also helps to explain why Crows and Ravens are
found the world over. They must tend to that which they helped bring into being. There is a
good message here for us too, to be careful of what we create and bring into our lives as we are
given responsibility over it by Spirit.
Power Animal
Spirit of Crow
Role: Carrier of Lost Souls into Light
Lesson: To Understand the Shadow Within
Element: Air
Wind: West-The Quest Within
Medicine: Shapeshifting. Ability to tear down what needs to be
rebuilt. Rebirth without fear. Renewal. Ability to find light in
darkness. Courage of self-reflection. Introspection. Comfort with
self. Honoring ancestors. Connection to the Crone Divination.
Change in consciousness. New occurrences. Eloquence. Guardian
of the place before existence. Ability to move in space and time. Carrier of souls from darkness
into light. Working without fear in darkness. Guidance while working in shadow. Moves freely
in the void. Understands all things related to ethics. Shape shifter.
RAVEN TOTEM
The Raven totem is governed by the element of Air and the cardinal direction of West. Those
born with a Raven totem have business as a middle name. They love to grow projects and
companies, securing themselves financially in the process. Raven is intensely charismatic,
bright as the sun and highly principled. If you need someone to represent you in a sales deal,
ask a Raven. They’ll get more than you asked for. Despite Raven’s energetic commercial
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undertakings this bird is really easy going. They remain serene even in difficult dealings and
have keen perceptiveness. Raven can be radically
passionate about an idea or project, becoming
demanding in the process. Once this faux paux comes
to his attention, Raven calms down and asks for
forgiveness in a wholly contrite manner. If you are
flying with the Raven totem you are likely constantly
on the move toward a new exploit. Ravens don’t put
down deep roots, preferring to follow the wind where
it takes them. This can leave Raven feeling that they
are on the outside of life, looking in until they’re
ready to land and stay put for a while. Ravens love
pretty shiny things. They want to be surrounded by
beauty. This propensity isn’t always practical, but it is
very satisfying. Shiny things can also apply to a new
project or idea. While it may seem very exciting,
implementing it doesn’t always turn out to be easy.
Ever cawing with tact,talkative Raven is the diplomat of the Native American Zodiac. Raven
people have a positive outlook on life that’s contagious, along with a ceaseless quest for
harmony. Raven is the Native American Zodiac sign for those born between: March 21-April
19 (Southern hemisphere) and September 23-October 22 (Northern hemisphere).
Raven Totem Metaphysical Correspondences:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Birth dates, Northern Hemisphere: Sept 23 – Oct 22
Birth date, Southern Hemisphere: Mar 21 – Apr 19
Corresponding Zodiac Signs: Libra (North), Aries (South)
Birth Moon: Ducks Fly Moon
Season: Month of Dead Leaves
Stone/Mineral: Azurite
Plant: Ivy
Wind: West
Direction: West
Element: Air
Clan: Butterfly
Color: Blue

In Western Zodiac Signs, this birth totem corresponds to the signs of Aries and Libra,
respectively. This Western partnering is one that gives a whole new meaning to the phrase,
“opposites attract.” Raven, also sometimes designated as Crow, has a sensitive, romantic side.
The main challenge for Raven is trusting in their decisions. While they seem to be naïve toward
others, they are likewise idealistic and curious to a fault. Beware of “pretty shiny items” –
things are not always as they appear. Ravens spend a good amount of time trying to find the
right partner. Sometimes, however, they obsess and miss other opportunities both in
relationships and situations. Certain necessities may also go by the way until the situation
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becomes so blatant that Raven simply can’t ignore it any further. The Native American Zodiac
depicts Raven as preferring the company of other Ravens. They do not do well going solo, and
continually seek out a Murder (group of Ravens) with which to “hang out”. Raven totem
people love making others happy but may forget to feed the inner-self and strengthen that same
happiness. Once Raven matures enough to give themselves time, he/she will uncover all manner
of personal aptitudes that can now shine through to the surface. Raven Traits, Personality and
Characteristics Raven resonates with the Cardinal direction of West, the West wind and the
Element of Air. Raven’s season is the Month of dead Leaves. Native American tribes, including
that of the Hopi, consider Raven a companion to the Medicine Man/Shaman who assists in
spirit walks. Raven sees beyond the here-and-now into the realms of magic, Nature, Spirits and
Angels. As a result, Raven people prove highly adaptable, and often find themselves seeking
out Occult paths at early ages. Raven has much potential to help others with their true vision,
and is happy to offer aid as needed. A challenge for Raven is the fact that they want to make
others happily so badly they often change their stance to avoid hard feelings. This empathy
helps them tune in, but not at the expense of losing harmony. When Ravens walk their
medicine, they are the keeper of great insights, a sense of justice and balance. The Element of
Air drives Raven toward rapid mood changes and high energy levels. They want to
communicate and do so very well. Ravens are part of the Butterfly clan along with Deer and
Otter. All these Native American Zodiac signs love keen minds and enjoy anything that inspires
fresh ideas. The Raven’s sacred stone is Azurite, which is perfect for walking between worlds.
Azurite promotes psychic clarity, its energy charging through the walls of negativity and
falsehood. Carrying this stone gives Raven improved selectivity. Add to that the properties of
Ivy – devotion, good fortune, and well-being and you have a paradigm for success! Raven
Totem Love Compatibility. The “R” in Raven stands for ROMANTIC! Raven has a deep-seated
desire to find that one true love. While they search for this person, Raven will focus on
preparing a space for him or her – something beautiful, yet cozy. Don’t be surprised if your
Raven partner uses Feng Shui in the home. Ravens make dependable partners provided they
have a strong monogamous relationship. Such fidelity is rewarded by Raven’s on-going quixotic
efforts. This includes in the bedroom where they seduce and attend with attention to little details
other lovers miss.
Raven Totem Animal Career Path
Raven is well suited to careers that focus on justice and equity. This birth totem knows how to
talk to a wide variety of people, encouraging honest and open communication. Raven is not a
loner at work. The idea of self-employment is enough to ruffle feathers. The caution for Ravens
in group work settings is that they may put down a perfectly good idea in favor of someone
else’s because they want people to like them. Raven’s symbolism is that of a messenger, so any
job in communications also sets Raven up for a comfortable life with all the tasteful things of
beauty they enjoy. This doesn’t mean Raven is selfish – in fact they will gleefully share their
hard earned rewards with family and various charitable groups. It lives at different times, yet it
is still our creation and we must feed and nurture it as we can in order to fulfill our own
individual destinies.
My Beloved Friend WolfCrows Story About His Crow.
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I have talked with my friend and he feels that he has a
Crow as his totem, along with the Wolf, of course.
Hence the name he has taken for that purpose. What I
want to write about is; his story when he had a wild crow
living with him, and what he experienced from that. My
friend had been down to the local beach with a couple of
friends, as this was in the summertime (he was 14-15
years of age- around this was about 1984) and they had
their summer break from school. He was the last one to
leave, amongst his friends, and when he was just making
himself ready to go; the Crow that came to my friend,
made his appearance. It was at noon, and he was landing on the ground first. The Crow visited
others on the same beach shore, as it was very crowded that day. He tried to snatch some food
from their baskets, but to no avail. He then decided to fly over to my friend, and land on his
shoulder. At first he thought that this wasn't happening. Well, he got his act together, and the
Crow had decided to stay on his shoulder for the journey to my friend's home. He came home
and went into his room, and the Crow was still sitting on his shoulder. When he came into his
own room, the Crow flew up and sat itself on the curtain-rod. My friend had at this time, a very
difficult period in his life. There were a lot of problems, both high and low. When he got the
Crow to live with him, he could then take actions with his own life. To get the Crow as a bringer
of some sort, and also to let him know that is now or never, sort of speak. My friend had to look
deep within himself, for the answers to his long sought questions. He could speak to the Crow,
and it seemed like it really was listening. He had the opportunity to have this Crow in his life
for about a week to ten days, and it came and went during these days. He even could
accompany him on some of his walks, and would then sit on my friend's shoulder. If my friend
was at home and the Crow had flown off. He could come back to him, when he least expects it.
Even though the window was open, it would stay by him. He was only out to feed himself or
something like that during a few hours of the day. After the week or ten days, it then flew away
and never came back to him. He had, on the other hand, begun to change his life for the better.
That week with the Crow was a life-turning moment. That was the start for the life, which he
made for himself until his death in 2017.
Bibliography
http://www.abc-kid.com/crowraven/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/crows/crowinfo.htm
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/crows/crowfaq.htm
http://morningstar.netfirms.com/crow.html
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Different pages on the Internet, that I have had my information from, are long gone, and I can't
find the sources for them.
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Random other pages that are closed down, or just don't work, anymore.
An interview with a, now deceased and beloved, friend, WolfCrow, about the crow he had at his
home.

CRONE’S CORNER
By Rev. Pamela Maxwell Griffith HPS

Well, we made it through another Samhain. We are truly now in the Season
of the Crone.
The days are shorter, the nights a little longer, the chill (or in Florida less
hot) in the air, a changing of the guard so to speak.
In America Thanksgiving Day is rapidly coming up. This is the season of
family. It can be either the most wonderful time of the year or the dreaded
family gatherings. The next two months are all about family. And that can be very complicated.
I do not believe that there is ‘normal’ when it comes to family. We all have a mixed bag of nuts
when it comes to our families. Our blood ties are part of what makes us, well, us. It might be
looks, she looks just like great aunt Griselda, or he’s got his grandfather’s eyes. There is a lot to
be said for looking like the rest of your lineage, some good and some not so good. Even
magicly there are the, oh she is sensitive like Aunt Glenda or he’s uncanny when it comes to
animals, they just eat out of his hand like Uncle Mordecai.
Family gives us a sense of identity like our last names and even our first names if we are named
after someone. We know many times our ethnicity or our family lineage or our DNA.
Humans are social beings, rather like pack animals. We have a family pecking order, our elders
who have passed on the alpha title to the next in line, our alphas who try to run the show and
our pups who get into all kinds of foolish trouble.
When it comes to family sometimes there is a strength in
numbers but many times it is a sad loneliness that creeps into
us. Yes, having a sense of home and hearth can be a great
comfort in times of need, it can be a great sadness in times of
confusion or crisis.
So, what is this thing called family? Well, it is complicated at
best. Comedians always have plenty of material talking about
family and we act and react to each other and what those ties
mean to us. We all know the TV dramas that center around
family and many stories that you may not even realize center
around family like Harry Potter. Blood vs Chosen. Or Twilight
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again blood vs Vampire vs Werewolf vs Human. Funny we can figure that out but cannot
explain our own families.
I am talking about families since there is so much emphasis on it during these next two months.
The parties, gatherings, dinners, traveling and most of all the STRESS.
I have only met one side of my family, my mother’s family stayed in Europe when she and my
father moved here. My father’s family have been here for a few generations, so I have deep
roots in the Appalachian Mountains. I am still close with many of my cousins, and I do go to
visit them and celebrate our likenesses and our differences. But it’s family. That odd word that
is used as a noun and a verb. Whether it’s good or bad we cannot escape who we are. Family.
Families can be just a confused bunch of people related by blood that deal with each other the
best they can, sometimes but not dealing at all. Most of us have a few family members that
when we say, oh they are family, and amazingly everyone understands. Yeah, that’s family.
Family can be very stressful. I’m sure that some reading this are thinking, boy what an
understatement. Yeah, it’s a family thing. After all the stress of the last 2 years and now the
supply chain interruptions that will somehow manage to put a crimp in someone’s plans. A
dinner item missing, a present that cannot be delivered in time and most of all the STRESS that
will accompany such situations. Sometimes we just need to remember that since our families
are not perfect neither will our gatherings, dinners or parties but what matters most at this time
of year is a little less STRESS.
So as a gentle reminder to everyone who is visiting and who gets a visit, a little patience and an
olive branch go a long way.

MUSIC: “F IRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE ORDER OF THE MOUSAI”
By Rev. Ser Eboni Nash

November is the month that many will celebrate what they are
thankful for & come together to show appreciation for what
they have and have been blessed with over the past year. It is
that sentiment that I am most thankful for the opportunity to
celebrate my first year having the ORDER OF THE MOUSAI.
I can’t believe that 12 months have passed since I created the
first musical order in the Correllian Tradition. There is nothing that has given me more pride
and joy than to have a place where musicians and music lovers alike can embrace each other
and share wonderful music and personal triumphs. From discovering new music to recapturing
past moments with old favorites, the magic of music has been shared and embraced in such a
beautiful way.
One of my most favorite things about the people who have been so kind to join is that everyone
has brought a unique bit of musical magic to the table that I didn’t expect. That’s one thing I am
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glad that people are realizing. Each one of the members has something to contribute, whether as
a musician or just in sharing aspects of your life through your musical preferences. Everyone
has a musical story to tell, and I am so honored that people are getting more and more
comfortable with sharing.
When I first thought of bringing a musical order to the tradition, I was
very hesitant. I had no idea how people would respond, and I was still
shy and unsure of my own musical magic to offer. However with time
and much encouragement from my friends and family, I finally took
that step. I hope that all who have given me the honor of being a part of
the order have found it to be as worth it as I have. There is much more
music to stumble across & fabulous moments of watching its magic
touch someone’s spirit to come. I hope that you continue to embrace
your inner musical self & I want to thank you for allowing me to share
my path with you. Many blessings!!!

KITCHEN WITCHERY: “B UTTERNUT SQUASH & A PPLES CASSEROLE”
By Rev. Pamela Maxwell Griffith, HPS ~

Brrr fall is here, it’s even a little cooler here in sunny Florida. So with fall in mind here is a
recipe that’s not only delish but good for you too!!!
Butternut Squash and Apples Casserole
½ C packed light brown sugar
¼ C butter melted
1 Tbs. all purpose flour
1 teas. salt
½ teas ground Mace
2 lb butternut squash-peeled, seeded and cut into ½ slices or chunks
3 Large apples- cored and cut into slices or chunks
Preheat oven to 350 F
Peel the squash with either a vegetable peeler or knife. It is a tough
covering to peel so be careful and take your time..
In a bowl mix the brown sugar, butter, flour, salt and Mace. Arrange
the squash and apples in a 9 x 13 ungreased baking dish. Sprinkle the sugar mixture evenly over
the apples and squash. Cover and bake for 50-60 minutes until squash is tender.
Serve as a side dish or dessert!
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THE APOTHECARY
By Rev. Pamela Maxwell Griffith, HPS

Mace
Well it’s that time of year when all the baking smells are in the
air!! There are a few recipes that call for mace rather than
nutmeg, but you can substitute one for the other since they are
from the same seed.
The red covering between the shell and the nut is the mace.
The actual nut is the nutmeg spice. So we have one tree that provides 2 different spices. Mace is
not as sweet as nutmeg but it does have a sharper taste so you use less mace as a substitute and
vice versa you will need more nutmeg if you are substituting for mace.
MEDICINAL
Mace is taken by mouth for diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, stomach spasms and pain, and intestinal
gas. It is also taken by mouth for treating cancer, kidney disease, increasing menstrual flow,
causing a miscarriage, and as a hallucinogen.
Mace is applied to the skin to kill pain, especially pain caused by achy joints (rheumatism).
(Mace, 2021)
There are many contraindications so please always check with a doctor before ingesting more
than is used for cooking.
MAGICKAL
Mace is used for psychic powers and hallucinogenic ability. As well as protection, intellectual,
purification and concentration. It was used also to gain dominance over another.

Parsley
Everyone has seen a spring of this herb dressing their dinner
plate in most fine dining restaurants. We see it as a
decoration and not so much as an herb, but it has many uses
in the kitchen. It can be in anything from soups to sauces. It
has a very light taste and works well in combination with
other herbs.
MEDICINAL
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1) Preventing cancer
Flavonoids are naturally-occurring plant compounds that can counter disease-causing agents in
the body.
Myricetin is a flavonoid found in parsley and other plants. It has been shown to help prevent
skin cancer. Parsley contains one of the highest concentrations of myricetin per 100 grams.
Studies have shown that parsley and other green herbs and vegetables can block the
cancer-causing effects of heterocyclic amines. These are chemical compounds that have
cancer-causing qualities. They are generated when meat is grilled at high temperatures.
Those who prefer charred steak should pair it with green vegetables, such as parsley, to help
reduce these potentially harmful effects.
Apigenin is a natural chemical found in parsley. In a 2015 review, it was shown to decrease
tumor size in an aggressive form of breast cancer. Researchers believe that apigenin could be a
promising non-toxic cancer treatment in the future.
2) Protecting against diabetes
The myricetin present in parsley has also been examined for use in the treatment and prevention
of diabetes.
Laboratory and animal studies have demonstrated that myricetin can lower blood sugar levels
and decrease insulin resistance. It also appears to provide anti-inflammatory effects and remove
excess fat from the blood.
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3) Improving bone health
Low vitamin K intake has been associated with a higher risk of bone fracture. Consuming an
adequate amount of vitamin K may improve bone health by improving calcium absorption and
reducing the excretion of calcium in the urine.
In a recent meta-analysis, subjects with the highest levels of vitamin K experienced 22 percent
fewer fractures than those with low levels.
Ten sprigs of parsley are enough to reach the recommended daily intake of vitamin K.
Eating a range of fruits, vegetables, and herbs is linked to a reduced risk of health problems. A
diet with higher quantities of natural foods and fewer manufactured foods is more likely to
result in better overall health.
One chemical or vitamin is not likely to provide the same health benefits on its own or in
supplement form. It provides more benefits to consume food in its original form. (Ware, 2021)
MAGICKAL
Parsley can be used in lust spells and promotes fertility but don’t cut it or you will cut your love.
It is sometimes associated with death and evil as well as protections. Ancient Romans would
tuck a spring in their clothes for protection. It can also be used in purification and to stop
misfortunes.
There is also a claim that if you wear a wreath of parsley it can delay drunkenness!!
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ARTS & CRAFTS: R UNE CRAFT ALONG - EHWAZ RUNE CROCHET ALONG
By Rev. Wolfstar Moondancer

Materials needed:
Hook size: H or 5mm
Yarn in 2 colors of your choice
Scissors
Tapestry needle

Row 1: Make starting chain of 31 in Main color, sc in 2nd ch from hook, continue to the end,
ch1 and turn your work (30 SC)
Row 2: sc 30 times in the Main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 3: sc 2 in main color, 26 sc in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 4: sc 2 in main color, sc 26 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 5: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4 in
main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 6: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4 in
main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 7: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4 in
main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 8: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4 in
main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 9: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4 in
main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
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Row10: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4 in
main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 11: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4
in main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 12: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4
in main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 13: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4
in main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 14: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4
in main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 15: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4
in main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row16: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 10 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 4 in
main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 17: sc 2 in main color, sc 5 in second color, sc 8 in main color, sc 5 in second color, sc 4 in
main color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 18: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 7 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 7 in
main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 19: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 8 in main color, sc 2 in second color, sc 8 in
main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 20: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 1 in second color, sc 10
in main color, sc 1 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color,
ch 1 and turn
Row 21: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 2 in second color, sc 8 in
main color, sc 2 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1
and turn
Row 22: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 3 in second color, sc 6 in
main color, sc 3 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1
and turn
Row 23: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 3 in second color, sc 6 in
main color, sc 3 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1
and turn
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Row 24: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 1 in second color, sc 10
in main color, sc 1 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color,
ch 1 and turn
Row 25: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 8 in main color, sc 2 in second color, sc 8 in
main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 26: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 7 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 7
in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 27: sc 2 in main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 6 in main color, sc 6 in second color, sc 6 in
main color, sc 4 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 28:sc 2 in main color, sc 5 in second color, sc 3 in main color, sc 10 in second color, sc 3 in
main color, sc 5 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 29: sc 2 in main color, sc 26 in second color, sc 2 in main color, ch 1 and turn
Row 30: sc 30 across in Main color
Row 31: sc 30 across in main color

Happy crafting!!!!

HEALTH
by Rev Pamela Maxwell Griffith HPS

This month I have chosen 3 different disorders to
write about. The first two pancreatic cancers and
diabetes often go hand in hand so I thought it
might be prudent to talk about each one. The last
is Alzheimer’s Disease and it is a very invasive
disease with no cure.

Overview
Pancreatic cancer
Pancreatic cancer begins in the tissues of your pancreas — an organ in your abdomen that lies
behind the lower part of your stomach. Your pancreas releases enzymes that aid digestion and
produces hormones that help manage your blood sugar.
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Several types of growths can occur in the pancreas, including cancerous and noncancerous
tumors. The most common type of cancer that forms in the pancreas begins in the cells that line
the ducts that carry digestive enzymes out of the pancreas (pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma).
Pancreatic cancer is seldom detected at its early stages when it's most curable. This is because it
often doesn't cause symptoms until after it has spread to other organs.
Pancreatic cancer treatment options are chosen based on the extent of the cancer. Options may
include surgery, chemotherapy, radiation therapy or a combination of these.
Symptoms
Signs and symptoms of pancreatic cancer often don't occur until the disease is advanced. They
may include:
·

Abdominal pain that radiates to your back

·

Loss of appetite or unintended weight loss

·

Yellowing of your skin and the whites of your eyes (jaundice)

·

Light-colored stools

·

Dark-colored urine

·

Itchy skin

·

New diagnosis of diabetes or existing diabetes that's becoming more difficult to control

·

Blood clots

·

Fatigue
When to see a doctor
See your doctor if you experience any unexplained
symptoms that worry you. Many other conditions can cause
these symptoms, so your doctor may check for these
conditions as well as for pancreatic cancer. (pancreatic
cancer, 2021)

Overview
Diabetes mellitus refers to a group of diseases that affect how your body uses blood sugar
(glucose). Glucose is vital to your health because it's an important source of energy for the cells
that make up your muscles and tissues. It's also your brain's main source of fuel.
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The underlying cause of diabetes varies by type. But, no matter what type of diabetes you have,
it can lead to excess sugar in your blood. Too much sugar in your blood can lead to serious
health problems.
Chronic diabetes conditions include type 1 diabetes and type 2 diabetes. Potentially reversible
diabetes conditions include prediabetes and gestational diabetes. Prediabetes occurs when your
blood sugar levels are higher than normal, but not high enough to be classified as diabetes. And
prediabetes is often the precursor of diabetes unless appropriate measures are taken to prevent
progression. Gestational diabetes occurs during pregnancy but may resolve after the baby is
delivered.
Symptoms
Diabetes symptoms vary depending on how much your blood sugar is elevated. Some people,
especially those with prediabetes or type 2 diabetes, may sometimes not experience symptoms.
In type 1 diabetes, symptoms tend to come on quickly and be more severe.
Some of the signs and symptoms of type 1 diabetes and type 2 diabetes are:
·

Increased thirst

·

Frequent urination

·

Extreme hunger

·

Unexplained weight loss

·
Presence of ketones in the urine (ketones are a byproduct of the breakdown of muscle and
fat that happens when there's not enough available insulin)
·

Fatigue

·

Irritability

·

Blurred vision

·

Slow-healing sores

·

Frequent infections, such as gums or skin infections and vaginal infections

Type 1 diabetes can develop at any age, though it often appears during childhood or
adolescence. Type 2 diabetes, the more common type, can develop at any age, though it's more
common in people older than 40.
When to see a doctor
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·
If you suspect you or your child may have diabetes. If you notice any possible diabetes
symptoms, contact your doctor. The earlier the condition is diagnosed, the sooner treatment can
begin.
·
If you've already been diagnosed with diabetes. After you receive your diagnosis, you'll
need close medical follow-up until your blood sugar levels stabilize. (Diabetes, 2021)

What is Alzheimer’s Disease?
Alzheimer’s disease is the most common type
of dementia.
It is a progressive disease beginning with
mild memory loss and possibly leading to
loss of the ability to carry on a conversation
and respond to the environment.
Alzheimer’s disease involves parts of the
brain that control thought, memory, and
language.
It can seriously affect a person’s ability to carry out daily activities.
Who has Alzheimer’s Disease?
Alzheimer's Disease and Racial and Ethnic Disparities infographic
All Alzheimer-related infographics
In 2020, as many as 5.8 million Americans were
living with Alzheimer’s disease.1
Younger people may get Alzheimer’s disease, but it is
less common.
The number of people living with the disease doubles
every 5 years beyond age 65.
This number is projected to nearly triple to 14 million
people by 2060.1
Symptoms of the disease can first appear after age 60, and the risk increases with age.
What is known about Alzheimer’s Disease?
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Scientists do not yet fully understand what causes Alzheimer’s disease. There likely is not a
single cause but rather several factors that can affect each person differently.
Age is the best known risk factor for Alzheimer’s disease.
Family history—researchers believe that genetics may play a role in developing Alzheimer’s
disease. However, genes do not equal destiny. A healthy lifestyle may help reduce your risk of
developing Alzheimer’s disease. Two large, long term studies indicate that adequate physical
activity, a nutritious diet, limited alcohol consumption, and not smoking may help people. To
learn more about the study, you can listen to a short podcast.
Changes in the brain can begin years before the first symptoms appear.
Researchers are studying whether education, diet, and environment play a role in developing
Alzheimer’s disease.
There is growing scientific evidence that healthy behaviors, which have been shown to prevent
cancer, diabetes, and heart disease, may also reduce risk for subjective cognitive decline. Here’s
8 ways.
What are the warning signs of Alzheimer’s disease?
Alzheimer’s disease is not a normal part of aging. Memory problems are typically one of the
first warning signs of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.
In addition to memory problems, someone with symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease may
experience one or more of the following:
● Memory loss that disrupts daily life, such as getting lost in a familiar place or repeating
questions.
● Trouble handling money and paying bills.
● Difficulty completing familiar tasks at home, at work or at leisure.
● Decreased or poor judgment.
● Misplacing things and being unable to retrace steps to find them.
● Changes in mood, personality, or behavior.
Even if you or someone you know has several or even most of these signs, it doesn’t mean it’s
Alzheimer’s disease. Know the 10 warning signs (also available in Spanish).
What to do if you suspect Alzheimer’s disease
Getting checked by your healthcare provider can help determine if the symptoms you are
experiencing are related to Alzheimer’s disease, or a more treatable condition such as a vitamin
deficiency or a side effect from medication. Early and accurate diagnosis also provides
opportunities for you and your family to consider financial planning, develop advance
directives, enroll in clinical trials, and anticipate care needs.
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How is Alzheimer’s disease treated?
Medical management can improve quality of life for individuals living with Alzheimer’s disease
and for their caregivers. There is currently no known cure for Alzheimer’s disease. Treatment
addresses several areas:
● Helping people maintain brain health.
● Managing behavioral symptoms.
● Slowing or delaying symptoms of the disease. (Alzheimer's, 2021)
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MENTAL HEALTH
By Rev Pamela Maxwell-Griffith, B.S. Psych

November has many awareness dates and most of them are near and
dear to our hearts:
· National Family Caregivers Month
· Military Family Month
· National Gratitude Month
· Transgender Awareness Month International
· Stress Awareness Day (Nov. 3)
· Veteran’s Day (Nov. 11)
· International Survivors of Suicide Day (Nov. 20)
· Transgender Day of Remembrance (Nov. 20)
· National Family Health History Day (Nov. 25)
As you look at the list, I’m sure that all of us are affected by one or more of them. I am going to
just touch on each one for a few lines.
CAREGIVERS
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If you have ever been a caregiver, I applaud you. I have spent many a night with loved ones as
they succumbed to their illnesses. This is a thankless, stressful and most draining work I have
ever done. Yet at the end I felt their peace and was able to move on. But that is not always the
case. If you find yourself in the position of caregiver, remember you cannot give from an empty
cup. Take time for yourself and your selfcare. It is not selfish to do it for you!!! I will also
recommend that you find yourself a good therapist especially if it will be a long-time event.
MILITARY and VETERANS DAY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE. Was a brat and significant other so I know all the
sides of this, and I do hope that you take care of you and rally support around those that might
need it. Deployment is a nightmare not just for the soldier but for the family as well. Please
remember that there are therapists who specialize in these issues and are there for you. The VA
established a toll-free military help line, 877-CIS-4MIL (877-247-4645, TTY 800-877-8339)
and e-mail address at militaryinfo@uscis.dhs.gov exclusively for current members of the
military and their families, as well as veterans.
GRATITUDE
Of course, the American Thanksgiving Day is in November. Just take a minute to say thank you
to God and Goddess for all that you have. And feel Blessed with what you have, not with what
you don’t have.
TRANSGENDER and DAY of REMEMBERANCE
As a Witch I am proud to say that we don’t discriminate!! We welcome all and all your
uniqueness that makes you who you are. Revel in your uniqueness!! Be the light for someone
who may not yet have the courage. Support and be that GAY MOM and remember to wear
clean underwear and eat your veggies and don’t slam the door. You are loved and appreciated!
Text 'oSTEM' to +1 (313) 662-8209 anytime, from anywhere
STRESS
The last 2 years may have been more stress than you can handle. Home Schooling, hybrid
learning and just back to school may have thrown your family for a loop. But remember you
children can feel it too. This year has been really hard on them. Can’t see their friends, go out
and play, social connections that normally would have helped to relieve stress have not been
there. There are professionals who deal in children’s well being and are ready to help. New job,
old job and no job made you feel stressed and seek mental attention ASAP.
SUICIDE
Before you get to this point, please reach out 1-800-273-8255 or Text GO to 741741. We have
lost too many to this and you can be helped. If you know someone who needs this information,
share, share, share. Give it to your teenagers, it might not be them, but it might be their friend.
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Empower them so they can share this information. Paste it on the refrigerator, bathroom mirror
everywhere they might just see it. And if you need it USE IT.
FAMILY HISTORY
This might sound odd to many but some of us do not know our family mental/physical histories.
I am asked by doctors, especially now at my age, what about your parents did they have these
symptoms? Well, they died young, and my mother’s medical history is in Europe. I have no
clue!! And that leaves me guessing as to what I might or might not be susceptible to. Take time
to write these things down. Document your child’s baby book like a medical file. I included
everything I knew about my family history so that my child might not be in my situation and
have to say constantly, I don’t know. There are vital pieces of information that can help your
child or grandchild. It really doesn’t take that long so grab that pen and journal it. It is so much
easier to have it written down now instead of trying to remember it at a time of crisis.

MIND AND SPIRIT: “T HE WORLD IS CRUEL”
By Rev. Ser Chad Blackman

Hello everyone. A blessing to each of you. I know each of you see my title for
this article and go, “duh, that’s an understatement!” I know this seems a bit
repetitive but if we observe today’s world we see a lot going on with people
outraged and speaking harshly on many subjects. While a lot of it is justified, I
don’t know that we can agree totally with the manner in which it is being
addressed. We have seen in recent years, folks disagreeing, becoming toxic and
even disconnecting with others because of simple disagreements.
Now I bring this topic to the top because we are dissolving bonds and circles we ourselves
should be building to enhance our lives. Not bowing to the latest society trend. I say this as a
brother that we all should be working on ourselves at this time in the deepest sense of the word.
When we have a circle of power around us, with the spirit present, we not only empower
ourselves but we also promote the highest self in a physical life. This circle allows us to be
ourselves in the truest sense while allowing others to interact with us with no toxicity. We
virtually become an untouchable being that lives in a mundane world fretted with so many
issues. The world will always be the world, endlessly repeating lessons and troubles many can
learn from. It is not our place to judge others or dictate what should be. It is rather our place to
present a good example of what can be. This speaks to a lot of spirit or shadow work as many
say.
I had the opportunity this past summer to experience some of that work and its effects on my
life. I could make the choice to stay as I was at that time or face myself and do the work. I chose
the latter with some anxiety. It is never an easy task to examine ourselves honestly or without
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judgement. It is something we learn from day one. I had to take a hard step back with love and
really examine where I was going and where I wanted to be. Nothing is easy in this quest and
still I work on it daily. I have found that my life and my circle have become more fruitful in
blessings.
I would really say to you all to examine how you are dealing with your life and take a hard look.
I think often we forget the things we were taught/learned to do in building ourselves. Life is
hard, there is no exception to that fact. It’s just how we deal with things as to how we gather the
good things out of it. Where this is dark there is always some light. Each of us can deal with
situations in a positive manner and save ourselves the negativity and the pain. Next time
someone does something you don’t like, just turn it into a lesson and move on. Keep your circle
firm and carry on. I’ll be working on a series soon to create a circle of power. When I do, I will
be sure to share all I can with you and what I learn on the journey as we all can learn and grow
together. Keep the path family and remember you are always loved.
Rev. Chad B
*The views and opinions expressed in this article are the sole property of the writer. They
do not reflect the opinion or views of the Correllian Times, staff or any other third parties.

THE QUIET CORNER: “ S TILLNESS EXERCISE”
By Rev. Ser Eboni Nash

This exercise is to help gather inner power and build up
focus towards personal intentions. This develops the
ability to alter one’s consciousness into a trance state with
less strain or effort.
● Begin in a comfortable sitting position and stay
there for 1-2 minutes
● Shift your position again and then hold for 10
minutes
● As the calming sensation of stillness embraces you,
feel the power and energy building inside as you
relax further in this state
● After some time of this practice, try moving around
& talking in this state of stillness.
● Once you feel ready, ground and center

CALENDAR: N OVEMBER 2021
(All times listed are Eastern US Time)
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“It was November - the month of crimson sunsets, parting birds, deep, sad hymns of the sea,
passionate wind-songs in the pines.” - L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables
Monday 1
● Chancellor’s Chat 9 PM
● Samhain Online Ritual - Honoring the Ancestors 9 PM - Sacred Light Temple of MD
Tuesday 2
● World Walker’s Meeting 2 PM
Wednesday 3
● Go for a hike in nature
Thursday 4
● New Moon
● Virtual Circle 9 PM
Friday 5
● Decorate your home and altar for the upcoming holidays
Saturday 6
● CWPN Samhain: Crow Shadow Transformation 9 PM - Quarry View Historic Park and
Campground Portland CT
Sunday 7
● Tea Thyme with Mother and Crone 3 PM
Monday 8
● Chancellor’s Chat 9 PM
Tuesday 9
● Meet & Greet with Ed “The Pagan” Hubbard 7 PM - Las Vegas NV
Wednesday 10
● Volunteer at a pagan community outreach program or start one of your own
Thursday 11
● Great Crystal Web 7 PM
Friday 12
● Go for a bike ride and enjoy the outdoors
Saturday 13
● In One More Generation 4PM - Nashville, TN
Sunday 14
● Tea Thyme with Mother and Crone 3 PM
● Chosen Path Church Meet and Greet 3 PM - Jacksonville FL
Monday 15
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● Chancellor’s Chat 9 PM
Tuesday 16
● Spend time in your garden or a community garden
Wednesday 17
● Clean out your witchy supplies. Donate some to our CNT for the next fundraising
auction
Thursday 18
● Visit a farm
Friday 19
● Pickle some veggies and can some fruit
Saturday 20
● Full Moon
● Remote Initiation - First Degree 4 PM
● Virtual Circle 9 PM
Sunday 21
● Tea Thyme with Mother and Crone 3 PM
Monday 22
● Chancellor’s Chat 9 PM
Tuesday 23
● Mull some wine
Wednesday 24
● Start a journal
Thursday 25
● Bake, we have some excellent new recipes here in the Correllian Times
Friday 26
● Practice meditating with a friend
Saturday 27
● Self Care Day
Sunday 28
● Tea Thyme with Mother and Crone 3 PM
Monday 29
● Chancellor’s Chat 9 PM
Tuesday 30
● Grab a good book and cozy up on the couch. There is a fabulous library on The Daily
Spell that we recommend.
If you have any Correllian events that we should add, please contact us at
CorrellianTimes@gmail.com.
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Mark your calendars!
The 9th Parliament of the World’s Religions, hosted in Chicago,
will be August 18th - 23rd, 2023
CORRELLIAN HELP DESK & FEATURED ORDERS

This is a section on where to find info for the Correllian.

Post links along with a brief
description of where to find the information. To submit your information, email us at
CorrellianTimes@gmail.com. The Correllian Times does hold the policy that we publish at
Editors’ discretion.

At the Correllian Tradition’s official website, you can find a list of all the Tradition’s Temples,
Proto-Temples, Shrines, Orders, and Study Groups by clicking on the “Groups” tab at the top of
the homepage. Contains the Corr store to purchase badges for stoles, stoles and robes, etc. Also
the place to find membership applications. www.correllian.weebly.com

At Correllian Publishing, you can find a number of items relating to the Correllian Tradition.
Pick one up for yourself or a gift for someone. www.correllian-publishing.myshopify.com

At Witchschool, you will find a variety of courses to take on a number of witchy subjects.
There are free courses and supporting courses for a low fee. Come and take a look and while
you’re there, earn your Priest/ess Degree! You’ll never know what you’ll find at
www.witchschool.com
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We have a wide variety of Facebook groups and Pages for Tradition members to participate in.
Formal Shrines: Formal Shrines are Chartered bodies of the Tradition which exist to fulfill a
specific spiritual, educational, or charitable purpose.
A Formal Shrine is basically the same as a Personal Shrine: a private worship center maintained
by an individual Correllian Tradition member of the Inner Court. The difference is that a Formal
Shrine is dedicated to a specific project, event, or program of a social or charitable nature
which the Tradition endorses.
Correllian Formal Shrines serve a variety of purposes.
Some of our Formal Shrines were created to serve specific functions within specific Temples or
Witan Shrines, notably as Distance Shrines serving members remote from the main Temple.

CORRELLIAN GROUPS

If anyone would like to include a brief advert for their Correllian groups, send it to
CorrellianTimes@gmail.com.

Join Rev. Don Lewis for Chancellor’s Chat, Monday nights at
9 PM Eastern! You never know what we might end up talking
about - magic and ritual, theology, history, art, social issues,
etc but it’s always interesting.
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www.facebook.com/groups/CompassionLeagueTemple.
Compassion League
Temple was recognized 25 May, year 12 Aquarius and formalized September,
year 13 Aquarius. They mentor First, Second and Third Degree students across
the country through their Temple and WitchSchool. Headed by Rt. Rev. Ser.
Angela Munn, AP.

www.facebook.com/mysticalrainbowtemple
Mystical Rainbow Temple was
chartered 13 May, year 18 Aquarius and formalized 19 April 20 Aquarius
specifically that gives LGBTQ a pagan home on the internet. Temple Head: Rev.
David K. Fortney Jr. HP~.
www.facebook.com/ourladyofthehealingfields Our Lady of the Healing Fields
Proto-Temple was chartered 5 January, year 16 Aquarius. Located in Michigan,
they conduct family friendly rituals and participate in the Krystel Cavaliers
scouting. Headed by Rev. Ser. Stacey Blair, HP~.
www.facebook.com/groups/templotierradegracia Temple of Tierra de Gracia was
chartered February 2018 and formalized May 2021. It is located in Caracas,
Venezuela and headed by Rev Hazsoly Bellatrix de Fira under the imperium of Rt
Rev Eblis Pendragon.
Correllian Order of Artificers is an Order for those that make or handle
Correllian Regalia, Symbols, and Sigils in many ways, shapes, forms, and
mediums, as well as other crafts.

Correllian Order of Hursini is an Order that focuses on the historical, educational
and medicinal aspects of cannabis, while also learning different ways cannabis can
be used for magickal purposes as well as spiritual growth.

Correllian Order of Photographers and Videographers provides a place for
those interested in learning about and honing their skills of videography and
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photography to share their work. This is a great place for individuals to learn how to better
utilize their skills or improve them with respect to lighting vs. shadows, saturation, aperture,
angle, subject background/foreground, the Rule of Thirds as well as editing and alteration of
photos and video. Join us if you would like to learn more!
Correllian Order of Mousai is an Order that embraces the inner wisdom
received through the exploration of music and all its magickal properties.

Correllian Order of Seshat is an Order for all those who love Journalism and
writing.

CORRELLIAN ADVERTISING

Advertising can be done for a price of $12 a month for a 1-inch by 2-inch
section. If you would like to submit an ad, please contact us for information.
CorrellianTimes@gmail.com

Customized Sigils: Round $5, Square $7. Contact Salena Murdock at
murdocksam1@yahoo.com.

THE GIVERS ZONE
The Correllian Nativist Tradition welcomes your financial
support!! Your willingness to help in this effort is much
appreciated. Your gift, no matter how small, will make a
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difference and provide essential support to the Tradition. Givers understand the benefits gained
by both the Giver and receiver. Have a question, contact: Rt. Rev. Ser. Mike Neal AP at
CNTFundRaisingOffice@earthlink.net.
News From CNT Fundraising Office and the CorrStore
The
Correllian
Merchandise
can
http://correllian.weebly.com/corr-store.html

be

found

via

this

link.

WITCHY WISDOM: M ONTHLY ORACLE
by Rev. Silas Mimir HP ~

“The divine is within each of you. Embrace it. Love yourself,
for you are a perfect image of the divine. This task I give you.”

OCTOBER CORRESPONDENCES
Nature Spirits: Subterranean Faeries
Trees: Alder, Cyprus
Birds: Owl, Goose, Sparrow
Deities: Kali, Hecate, Bast, Osiris, Lakshmi, Skadie

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE EDITORS
Our readers are always welcome to write to the Editors. To do so, please email your
correspondence to: CorrellianTimes@gmail.com
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Are you interested in writing for the Correllian Times? Are you interested in a specific topic
and wish we would include it? Let us know! Recently wrote a research paper and want to share
it with the Tradition? Send it to the email above!!

TEMPLE SPOTLIGHT - T EMPLE MAKING PROCESS
Temples- Full Temples of the Correllian Tradition have completed the Temple-Making Process
and, if headed by a Third Degree, have representation on the Witan Council. A Full Temple can
perform all of the functions of a Temple and may in some cases have multiple branches.

Proto-Temples- Proto-Temples are groups which have progressed beyond the status of Shrines
and are on their way to becoming Full Temples but have not yet achieved that status.

Witan Shrines-Witan Shrines are the first level of the Temple-Making Process. Witan Shrines
are created by Charter of the Tradition and may progress to Full Temple status over the course
of several years or remain at Witan Shrine status indefinitely.
Each step requires a minimum of at least one year. To progress to the next level, simply submit
a deeming application to be considered for promotion. Deeming ceremonies are usually held at
each Lustration, but especially at the world lustration in the Spring.

NOTICE: All content within these pages belongs to the Correllian Times
and/or it’s Editors. Permission must be granted before being duplicated.
Submissions are printed at Editors’ discretion.
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